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ADVERTISEMENT. 


, entering upon a new medical year, the fifth since the commencement of this 
Journal, we shall occupy, for a short time, the attention of our readers, by taking a 
¢ retrospect of some of the occurrences which have signalised the past, and by 
seeing at a few of the subjects in which the medical profession is most deeply inte- 
vted, and which demand the most serious consideration of its hitherto degraded and 


> friends—in which designation we may truly say is included the great body of the 
sion—will be gratified at the announcement of the increasing prosperity of this 
lean, in the only quarter, perhaps, in which its circulation (among professional 
readers) admitted of an increase—we mean its Provincial and Foreign circulation. As 
journalists, indeed, we have no opposition, still less any competition, to contend with ; 
but, though we have no literary competitors, we have an abundance of enemies, whose 
malignity is one of our strongest claims to the support and confidence of our readers. 


Some specimens of the crop of enemies produced by our labours of last year, will 
probably be Brought forward for the entertainment and instructien of the public at an 
early period of the ensuing season. The efforts of Taz Lancer in the cause of Medical 
Reform are again threatened to be encountered, by an appeal from the imbecility of those 
whose reputation may be affected by an exposure of abuses, to the protecting arm of 
the Taw. One of the actions commenced against us is probably nipped in the bud 
by the death of the only party who could have disproved the allegations which the liti- 
gant supposes to be injurious to his reputation. The litigant to whom we allude is a 
learned M.D., of modern Athens, whose resentment, we believe, was originally in- 
curred by our having convicted him of mistaking a Greek poem on estranomy for an 
anatomical treatise. Certain it is that the learned physician was guilty of that trifling 
inaccuracy ; but we can assure him that, when he charged us in his ‘‘ declaration” 
with an attempt to degrade him in the eyes of his employer, and thereby deprive him 
of the means of subsistence, he imputed to us a design which never entered our ima- 
gination, and which we should never have expected to see made a ground of accusation 
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2 ADVERTISEMENT. 


on the part of a doctor of the faculty of medicine. But we fear-that the calamity 
alluded to will screen him from the exposure and punishment which nis folly so justly 
deserves. 

In another action with which Tuz Lancer is threatened, the litigant modestly seeks 
to recover damages om the ground of hig principles and practice, in the treatment of 
diseases of the eye, having been attacked by one of our correspondents. There is one 
short and conclusive answer to all complaints of this description on the part of a medi- 
cal practitioner ; if his principles or practice be unfairly attacked in a medical journal, 
there can be no difficulty in successfully vindicating them through the same channel in 
which they have been assailed. If, on the other hand, his principles or practice be 
open to censure, and have not been unfairly impugned, how is his professional charac- 
ter vindicated by an action at law, even if he should succeed in obtaining damages at 
the hands ofa jury? By resorting to the former mode of vindicating his character, he 
will appeal to a tribugal capable of estimating the merits of the question, and the con- 
troversy will be confined, for the most part, to professional readers ; but by seeking, in 
an action at law, for an assessment of the quantum of damage his professional character 
may have sustained, he appeals to an incompetent tribunal ; he gives wings to the 
alleged libel ; multiplies ten thousand fold the sourcea of exposure, and, whether he 
succeeds or fails in a legal point of view, is, in 9 medical sense, irretrievably ruined. We 
shall abstain from comment on the letter of our correspondent, which is to be made 
the subject of this action; observing only, that if the writer had really borne any ill 
will towards the person whose method of treating diseases of the eye he felt it his 
duty to condemn, he might have resorted to a far more effectual mode of gratifying his 
malice. Let us suppose that the practitioner in question had actually written a book, 
in which he ridiculed the notion of the human eye being a delicate organ, and main- 
tained, not only that it might be treated with more comparative violence than any other 
organ of importance in the whole body, but that the ablest and most successful ope- 
rators, were neither the most gentle nor the most tender in their proceedings. Now if 
these propositions be peculiar to the individual in question ; if these principles be at 
variance, not only with received popular impressions, but also with the opinionsof 
surgeons of all ages and countries, save and except the practitioner in question, we will 
put it to the common sense of every man who reads these pages (always excepting the 
same practitioner) whether such principles, and the practice founded upon them, may 
not be fairly canvassed, aye, and ridiculed too, in a public journal. Let such a passage 
as that we have supposed to exist be put into the hands of any twelve men impanelled 
to try a question involving the ability of the writer to treat diseases of the eye, and if 
any one of the twelve, after reading it, should declare his readiness to intrust his own 
eyes to the care of such a practitioner, we should be content to submit to any amount 
of damages which the plaintiff might seek to recover. We have only to add, that, in 
this, and all other cases, we are fully prepared to meet the renewed attack of our ene- 
mies ; in this, and other cases, we have reason to believe, that there are other causes 
of hostility, as well as the alleged grounds of complaint; but, while we are conscious 
that our efforts have been uniformly directed to public objects, and our animadversions 
influenced only by a desire to promote professional interests, we feel confident of the 
triumphant issue of the struggles in which we may be engaged, either with private 
malice and ignorance on the one hand, or with corporate imbecility -and corruption on 
the other. 
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amity The aspect ~£ the medical profession is already changed ; surcrows begin to enter- 
justly tain a just sense of their rights and privileges, and cannot fail ere long to obtain the 
full restitution of those rights and privileges, if they steadily persevere in seeking at 
seeks the hands of the legislature a removal of the grievances under which they have hitherto 
mt of laboured. Our own exertions in the cause of medical reform shall be unremitting, and 
sone we earnestly call upon every independent member of the profession to cooperate with 
nedi- us. The profession is oppressed by an oligarchy, contemptible in point of talent, as 
nal, well as of numbers ; and it has the stronger reason for anticipating a speedy triumph, . 
el in as its interests are inseparable from the interests of the public. It has been well ob- 
© be served in one of the ablest and most widely circulated of the daily journals, that the 
wae- struggle cannot be viewed “ es a dispute between the petitioning surgeons and the 
os at Council of the College, but as a matter of public importance, since every individual in 
» he the country is personally interested in the efficiency and respectability of the surgical 
con- profession.”” We strongly urge the expediency of an application to Parliament at such 
g, in a period of the ensuing session, as may leave time to proceed upon a practical measure 
eter of relief. Individual exertion is more than ever necessary to the success of our cause ; 
the let every surgeon throughout the kingdom, who wishes to emancipate the profession 
rhe from the shackles imposed upon it by ignorance and corruption, deem it a sacred and 
We indispensable duty to exert whatever personal influence he may possess with any Mem- 


ade bers of Parliament, in forwarding the cause of reform. Every thing is to be expected 
y all from the combined energies of the profession directed to an object which all men, who 
lus are not interested in upholding the abuses of which we complain, must edmit to be just 
lus and salutary ; just, as regards professional men, who are subjected to the domination of 
ok, aself-elected, self-perpetuating junta—salutary, as regards the public, whose interests 
in are not less seriously compromised by the existing system of misrule. We are con- 
her fident that this sppeal to our professional brethren will not be made in vain. The Press 
pe~ is with us; the most powerful and enlightened portion of the press has seconded, and 


if will continue to second our exertions ; public opinion is with us, for our cause is the 
sat ause of all classes of the community. Let the profession be true to itself, and the 
of reign of darkness and eupidity may soon be succeeded by a more auspicious era. Let 
rill us treat the mock concessions extorted from the fears of the council, as such conces- 
he sions deserve to be treated. Let us make no compromise with our oppressors ; let us 
ay listen to no overtures of pacification, unless they guarantee to us a system of govern- 


ment in which every member of the College may have a voice in the election, and a 
control over the conduct of those to whom his professional interests are confided. 


It will be seen in another part of our publication, that the worshipful company of 
Apothecaries has just put forth a new series of regulations, the effect of which will be 
greatly to extend the period of attendance on lectures by the candidates for their valua- 
ble license. These incorporated shop-keepers seem to have no conception of any other 
ingredients in the qualification of a candidate, than the time and money he has expended in 
preparing himself for his profession. This absurdity pervades in a great degree all exist- 
ing tests of medical qualification ; as if the knowledge of the candidate were not the only 
fact which it is of importance to ascertain. If a student possess the requisite know- 
ledge to enable him to embark in the medical profession, what matters it where or when, 
or under whose instruction, he has acquired that knowledge. One student may acquire the 
same degree of professional information in half the time required by another ; ought his 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 


superior abilities, or diligence, to be made the ground of rejection? Let adequate 
public examinations of candidates for the medical profession in all its branches, be esta- 
blished, and all conditions of admissibility, except the single condition of the candidate's 
competency, might be at once dispensed with. Mere vivd voce examinations are inede- 
quate tests ; let candidates, in addition to operations and dissections publicly per- 
formed, be required to furnish written answers to a series of printed questions on the 
different branches of professional knowledge, according to the plan adopted in examina- 
tions for mathematical honors at Cambridge, and their competency or incompetency 
would be put upon record. 

If such a system of public examination were adopted, it might tend to put an end to 
the strife which at present agitates the different classes of practising physicians. War, 
horrid.war, is the order of the day among the “ Fellows,” the “ Licentiates,” and the 
“* Independents.” We have our eye on the several combatants, but have fozborn 
hitherto from taking any part in the strife. If the contest should terminate like that 
of the Kilkenny cats, which fought till they left nothing on the field of battle but 
their respective tails ; if, in short, the pure ‘‘ Fellows,” the pure “‘ Licentiates,” and 
the pure ‘‘ Independents,” should finish the combat by destroying one another, we 
know not that the public would have any great reason to regret their annihilation. In 
the absence of such a test of medical ability as that which would be afforded by public 
examinations, it cannot be denied that an academical education at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge affords a better security to the public, for the competency and respectability of 
a practitioner, than the mere fact of possessing a Scotch diploma. The academical 
education may not of itself afford much opportunity of acquiring professional know- 
ledge, but a man who has incurred the expense of such an education, for the express 
pt. ,vs¢,of taking a medical degree, is more likely to qualify himself for the discharge 
of professional duties, than one whose diploma may prove nothing but the fact of an 
outlay of capital to the amount of fifteen pounds. 


We adverted, on a late occasion, to the injurious consequences which resulted from 
the out-patient system at our public hospitals and infirmaries, both as regarded the in- 
terests of medical practitioners, and the due administration of relief to patients within 
the walls of those institutions. The subject was rather broached than discussed, but 
it has elicited a vast number of communications from correspondents residing in every 
part of the empire, and we shall take an early opportunity of returning to it. We may 
observe, however, that this is one of the many abuses of which the profession has 
ample reason to complain, which admits of no remedy in the absence of an efficient 
governing body. The College of Surgeons, in its present condition, is a scandal to the 
profession, and an injury to the public ; and although we would rather refer to our past 
labours in the cause of reform, as indicative of our intentiuns, and the manner in which 
they will be fulfilled, than indulge in boastings and promises ; yet we cannot avoid de- 
claring, that it is our fixed and unalterable determination to continue to hold up the 
imbecility of the Council to public ridicule, and the iniquity of their regulations to 
universal reprobation—until the one shall cease to dishonour the profession, and until 
the other shall no longer prove detrimental to the public health. 
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DR. BLUNDELL ON MIDWIFERY. 5 


LECTURES 
OW THE 
THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MID WIFFRY, 


DELIVERED AT GUY'S HOSPITAL BY 
DR. BLUNDELL. 


Gentiemen,—Although, perbaps, but 
little useful information can be derived from 
a sterile definition of the term 
yet it may not be amiss to remark, in intro- 
ducing the subject to your notice this morn- 
ing, that by the term fo mye you are to 
understand that part of the art and science 
of medicine, which has for its object the 
consideration of the structure, functions, and 


diseases of the female 
especially of the female genitals. And as the 
diseases of young are frequently 
brought ander the notice of the accoucheur, 
I have been accustomed to subjoin thers to 
our course of obstetric lectures in the way 
of appendix. 
Though the art and science of midwifery, 
thus defined, is somewhat circumscribed, 
es will find that it may with advantage 
be ivided for our further consideration into 
different sections. And without wasting 
your time or my own by a into long 
uisitions respec the advantages or 
pong of different modes, | shall endeavour 
plainly to lay before you that system of ar- 
rangement which I propose myself to adopt. 
To the student of midwifery, 1 conceive 
peg be <a in order that he 
apna sates the process of 
delivery , that he should be acquainted with 
the pelvis, the child, and the softer parts in 
connexion with the pelvis, so far as the 
properties of those are concerned in the pro- 
cess of parturition. This, therefore, will 
form the first section of our subject. 
Although the process of delivery, with 
the exception of a few extraordinary cases, 
is always essentially the same, yet we find 
this process varying a good deal in the cir- 
cumstances by which it is accompanied ; 
and this diversity of circumstances requires 
- corresponding diversity in the 
method treatment. It hence becomes 
necessary to divide-delivery, according to 
its oe agree yor ag into different 
classes ; agreeably to the arrange 
ment I have myself pny and which. I 
find sufficiently accurate for the purpose of 
M ing down practical rules of management, 
may be divided into the following 
ja classes :—the natural, the preternatural, 
the flooding deliveries, and those which 
are laborious, and those which, though on 


in general, more 


constitute the second section of our subject. 
You will generally find, after partu- 

rition has been accomplished, especially if 
the accoucheur have not been meddlesome, 
and more particularly among your country 
patients, that women require very little sub- 
sequent attention. Labour is a natural pro- 
cess, and the majority of them do perfectly 
well. Although, however, this is generally 
the case, yet we find sometimes in the dense 
populations of large towns, more especially 
that after parturition, distressing or danger- 
ous diseases are apt to occur; puerperal 
fever, for ee or mammary diseases, or 

the actions of the brain, not to 
mention poh ral affections which 
might be enumerated ; and hence it becomes 
necessary that we should give our attention 
to the managem unt of women after delivery 
has taken place: and this will constitute 
the third section of our subject. 

When women are in a state of gestation, 
I need scarcely state to you, that the ge- 
nitals are undergoing very considerable 
changes. The ovarium forms the corpus luteum 
hereafter mentioned. The womb itself un- 
dergoes more conspicuous changes, and the 
feetus and the water and the placenta and 
the membranes, are all generated within its 
cavity, the sides thickening, and its z- 
city enlarging. In a word, when , 
occars, the genitals undergo the most im- 
portant changes, which give rise sometimes 
to disease in those parts, sometimes to dis- 
ease in the system in general ; and these will 
also occupy our attention, forming the 
fourth section of our subject, viz. the gravid 
uterus, as itis called. 

The last division, will comprise a part 
which we must not pass over in silence, 
though I find you are in general disposed to 
give it but a negligent attention, 1 mean the 
consideration of the genitals in the unim- 
pregnated state, and of the diseases to 
which they are liable. Your inattention 
to this important section of our inquiries, 
leads me to treat this subject in a some- 
what cursory manner, though my con- 
siderate opinion is, that it forms one of the 
most valuable parts of midwifery ; and with 
it the course will close. 


Of the Pelvis, the Child, and the softer Parts, 
so far as the knowledge of these is necessary for 
rypey =~ of delivery. 


When the sccoucheur gives his attention to 
the study of the pelvis, he soon discovers 
that there are two modes in which it may be 
advantageously examined. He may consi- 
der the different bones and j and liga- 





ments of which it is » and he may 
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the adult, being at least eight in number; 
the os ilium, the ischium, the pubes, on either 
side, the sucrum, and the as coceygis ; but in 
the adult, although nominally this division 
exists, it is in reality wanting, the bones of 
the pelvis being in number four only, namely, 
the twe ossa innominata, or side bones, which 
I now demonstrate ; the saerum, or that large 
bone which is fitted in behind, and, in con- 
nexion with the end of the sacrum, the o 
is, 
Os 
triangular 


in—The os coccygis, a small 
which I here exhibit to 


you, is frequently mentioned by the prec- 
titioner of midwifery, therefore one or two 
obstetric remarks upon it may not be mis- 


pleced. It is connected with the lower 
extremity of the sacrum, and is liable to be 
pressed upon when the child’s i 
emerging, especially if the head be large 
or the pelvis small ; and hence arises its ob- 
stetric interest. Though usually consider- 
ed as consisting of one piece only, in reality 
we find that the os coccygis is made up of 
several—of two or three, not unfrequently 
connected together by , 80 that the 
bone hence acquires a certain of flexi- 
bility which way adapt it a little to the pas- 
sage of the child. It has been asked some- 
times why this bone, the os coecygis, has been 
a the pelvis both in the male and 
, or why it is connected with the 
oe sa Nee es of a moveable joint? In 
the female there is an obvious advantage 
derived from its mobility on the sacrum, 
for the bone of consequence receding when 
the child comes into the world, gives more 
room for its passage, as you will find here- 
after ; but this cannot be the reason why 
this bone should be found in the male, 
though @ pregnant male is not an impossible 
phenomenon. My own notion is, that the 
coccygis may be properly recorded as a tail- 
bone of oar species, We find, when we 
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ears, which look like a sort of vestige of 
the muscles to be found in connexion with 
those parts in amimals, In the nipple of the 
male sex, a sort of vestige of that more 
perfect structure met with in the female, 
you have another example of the same kind 
of structure ; not to mention the dartos and 
platysma myoides, the vestiges of the pan- 
niculus carnosus. Now I agree with those 
who think the os coccygis to be — 
more than a vestige—a vestige in man 
that which we meet with in very many 
genera, where it exists in high degree of 
perfection: but enough of this. 

Sacrum.—The next of the bones of the 
pelvis to which I shall request your obste- 
tric attention, is that which is fitted into 
the back of the pelvis, as I here show you, 
a latge triangular bone, called the sacrum, 
and presenting several points of study to 
the anatomist, bot few, however, 
to the aecoucheur. hen we examine = 
sacrum, (and have here s specimen 
it,) we find it do be a bone of considerable 
size, triangular in its shape, curved, the 
convexity of the bone being iorly, the 
concavity in front, the latter being fre- 
quently mentioned by the accoucheur under 
the name of the hollow of the sacrum. oo 
the upper (the basis of the triangle 
there is re att ome middle, and it 
is this projection which, in connexion with 
the body of the last lumbar vertebra, forms 
what the accoucheur mentions so frequently 
under the name of the of the sa- 
crum. Besides the form of bone, I 
wish you to notice the articulatory surfaces, 
those which unite it above with the last 
lumbar vertebra, that which {connects it 
below with the os coceygis; and those, 
lastly, which unite it laterally with the ossa 
innominata, as these preparations demon- 
strate. J 


tomist. Those bones, of very large size and 
very irregular shape, possess, however, but 
few poi iring obstetric attention, 
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ischiwm, and the pubes. I place the bone 
in its position in relation tomy own 
person ; I now advance it, und circumscribe 
with the oy ae the portion 
which lies above and in front,—the os pubis ; 
the below and somewhat behind 
the ischium, and the and larger 

ion, the ilium ; this division met with 
in the foetus, is nominally preserved even in 
the adult, and of it I sirall Caeates have 
oceasion to avail myself when treating here- 
after of deliveries. In the os innominatum, 
on either side, you should notice this large 
acetabulum, which, in conjunction with the 
head of the femur, forms the hip-joint. The 
large aperture, the obturator foramen; the 
tuberosity of the ischium, the part upon which 
we sit ; the spinous process of the ischium, a 
pointed oo of the bone projecting back- 
wards and downwards a little ; the hollow of 
the ilium; the articulatory surfaces, one in 
front, uniting the os innominatum on 
one side with its fellow on the other; and 
the other posterially, severally connecting 
the bones with the sacrum. So much then 
with respect to the bones of the pelvis, the 
sacrum, the os coceygis, and the two osse 
innominata. 

Vernacular terms.—It may not be imperti- 
nent, in dismissing the consideration of the 
bones, to give you the names by which they 
are known in our maternal , because 
female practitioners, with whom ‘you must 
occasionally meet, use them in preference 
to classical terms, ill suited to Teutonic or- 
a and therefore without the know! 

of the vernacular expressions you might 
at a loss to understand what is meant. The 
bone on which we sit, the ischium, they very 
fe A age ir Prag the pubis the 

shear bone ; the os ilium the haunch bone ; the 
sacrum the rump bone, inelegantly, perhaps ; 
and the little bone, the os coccygis, for rea- 
sons that I have not fathomed, they call the 
huckle, perhaps an euphonious and more 
graceful substitute for knackle. 

When the anatomist examines 
the pelvis he finds there a variety of liga- 
ments, some of them of no small importance 
in su , adelicious study for the ama- 
teurs in hernia. In an obstetric view, how- 
ever, the ene which ~~ are of im- 


first of the - ot In the ossa in- 
ao mo we have, in either bone, a large 
aperture, through which two or three 

—~ A be pessed—the obturator fora- 
demonstrated ; with a sheet 


the | backw 
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dermastes, or the more destructive fingers 
of noviciates, naturally 


ey ao way ab omleahie in- 
terest, and the nerve frequently mentioned 
by the accoucheur, as the trunk of it is 
liable to be compressed and injured under 
the ge of the fetal head. But to pro- 


The sacro ischiatie ligaments, which I pro- 
pose to notice next, are a set of ligaments 
lying on the sides of the pelvis, and some- 
what behind, a specimen of which I here 
exhibit. Into two pairs they are divided ; 
the one lying externally, the other within, 
and hence the appellation of the external and 
internal. The external sacro-ischiatic liya- 
ment, arising strong and narrow from the 
tuberosity of the ischium, passes outwards, 
s, and upwards, becoming very 
broad, to be inserted into the lower part of 
the sacrum and upper part of the os coccy- 
gis. The imternal ligament arising narrow 
and strong from the ischial spine, passes 
u and backwards, to be inserted 
broadly into the lower part of the sacrum 
and the upper part of the os cozcygis, late- 
rally, much in manner like the former. 

Joints.—W hen, resuming the pelvis, we ex- 
amine it with a view to its articulations, wa 
find they are several : and the hip,the lumbar, 
the sacro-iliac, the sacro-coecygeal joints, 
together with the pubis, may all 
claim our attention ; but of these articula- 
tions the three last only are of obstetric 
importance, and of these 1 proceed to 
treat. 

Sacro-Coceygeal Jcint.—The sacro-coccy- 
geal joint, 1 have observed already, is a 
moveable joint, allowing the os coccygis to 
recede considerably, moving on the sacrum, 
so as to enlarge the outlet of the pelvis pos- 
teriorly to the extent of an inch. ‘his 
joint, constituted in the same manner as the 
other joints of the body, has articulating 
surfaces, invested with cartilage, covered 
also with synovial membrane, the ends of 
the two bones being connected by capsular 
ligament, which, rising all round from the 
extremity of the sacrum, is inserted all 
-|round; into the extremity of the coccyx, 
and completes the articulation. It some- 
times hai that this sacro-coccygeal 
Joint is the subject of disease, or of accident, 
and hence its principal interest to the ac- 
coucheur. In obstetric works, you will find 
mention made of anchylosis of the os coccygis, 
a disease under which, in consequence of an 
ossification of the joint, the sacrum and the 
08 coecygis become consohdated with each 
other, as in the I here show you. 
This anchylosis of the sacro-coccygeal joint 





I conceive to be of very rare occurrence ; 








and I believe it still more rarely happens, 
that this anchylosis produces pon Focrn ob- 
struction to parturition; yet should it so 
— that the coccyx were placed at right 
angles with the sacrum, thus became 
anchylosed, encroaching on the capacity of 
the inferior aperture of the pelvis, it mght 
certainly, if the child’s head were large, 
considerably obstruct transmission. Such 
difficulties, perhaps, have now and then oc- 
curred, but by no means so frequently, I 
am persuaded, as from conversation, or 
reading obstetric works, we might be led to 
suppose. It more frequently happens, that 
instead of anchylosis, you have a rigidity of | 
the part. A woman may be 40 years of | 
age before she marries, and perhaps she 
has a child at 41; her health may have been 
vigorous, her flesh firm, her fibre rigid 
and unyielding, so that the sacro-coccygeal 
joint and the perineum, and all the parts, 
may be indisposed to give way. Now a 
rigidity of the sacro-coccygeal joint, with a 
rigidity of all the parts adjacent, is a very 
formidable obstruction to the passage of the 
feetus, not an unlikely occurrence in country 
practice, and where it does occur, unless pro- 
perly managed, not unfrequently destructive 
to both the mother and the child. Should it 
be my lot in practice to meet with a case 
allied to those I have been describing, a 
case in which, from anchylosis of the sacro- 
coccygeal articulation, or general rigidity, 
the birth of the head was obstructed, the 





following would be my practice. Laying it 
down as an axiom never too often iterated, 
that a meddlesome midwifery is a bad mid- 


wifery; provided no dangers occurred, 
clearly requiring immediate delivery I should 
for four and twenty hours after the discharge 
of the waters, give a fair trial to the natural 
efforts. Should dangerous symptoms urge, 
or should the 24 hours before the deli- 
very was accomplished, if the vulva were 
relaxed, and the obstruction arose from an- 
chylosis, I should, with the forceps I here 
demonstrate, and by moderate efforts, co- 
operating with the uterine, endeavour to 
extract the child, frequently examining the 
pulse and the countenance, and bearing on 
my mind the fatal consequences of obstetric 
violence. The yielding of the anchylosis 
under moderate effort, would not, perhaps, 
be undesirable ; room might thus be ob- 
tained, and the child might now and then 
be saved. Should the forceps fail, or should 
the rigidity of the vulva preclude their use, 
if urging and dangerous symptoms demanded 
immediate delivery, I should then, though 
unwillingly, have recourse to that murder- 
ous instrument, the perforator; but if no 
dangers threatened, anxious not to cover my 
hands with the blood of an innocent infant, 
unless I believed the child to be dead, I 
should wait until the woman had been in 
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strong labour for eight and forty hours after 
the discharge of the liquor amnii, then at 
length laying open the cranium, should it 
still not pass away. i 

It sometimes happens, though I believe 
not commonly, that a disruption of the sacro- 
coceygeal joint occurs. The head perhaps 
is large, the pelvis is small, the pains are 
violent, and suddenly the head emerges from 
the pelvis; when it does so, there being a 
very strong pressure on the coccyx, the 
joints may be torn asunder. With a case 
of disruption, I never met myself, but 
cases where the sacro-coccygeal joint has 
been thus torn, are mentioned in s 
very excellent work, which I must recom- 
mend to your perusal; it may, I think, he 
tells us, be sometimes heard to give way. 
Should disruption occur, it may be soon de- 
tected. Put the fore finger of the right 
hand into the rectum, pushing it up to the 
joint, and apply the thumb over the joint in 
apposition externally, when the chasm be- 
tween the two bones may, I should conceive, 
be easily ascertained. Such a case should 
be managed on the general principles of 
surgery, but let me add obstetrically, that 
during the cure, you should so place your 
patient as not to throw the os coccygis di- 
rectly forward in the front, for from the pre- 
ceding remarks, it seems desirable that the os 
coccygis should not unite rectangularly with 
the sacrum, but under the ordinary bearing, 
so as to form a part of the general curve. 

With inflammation of this joint your pa- 
tients are sometimes affected ; examples of 
which, both acute and chronic, I have my- 
self seen. Wholly unconnected with preg- 
nancy or parturition, inflammation may oc- 
cur, and still more frequently may it be 
brought on in consequence of the passing of 
alarge head, where there has been vehe- 
ment straining, and the joint, though not 
torn, has been strained. If inflammation of 
the coccygeal joint occurs, you will know 
it by the patient’s complaining of pain 
there, and more especially by stating, that 
whatever moves this little bone behind, 
gives a sudden pang of uneasiness ; in sit- 
ting, in rising in turning round on her bed, 
the pain may be produced. I remember 
once, on visiting a patient in whom labour 
had been labourious, being su:prised not a 
little to find her seated on the frame work 
of a chair, from which the bottom hed been 
removed, On asking her why she seated 
herself in a@ manner so extraordinary, I 
learnt, that unless she had recourse to this 
expedient, which you will perceive removed 
pressure from the coccyx, she was continu- 
ally uneasy. Taking an intimation from 
this observation, | made an accurate exami- 
nation of the joint, and then ascertained 
more especially by moving the coccyx on the 
sacrum, that the articulation with its liga- 
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ments was in a state of inflammation, and 
js the slightest disturbance occasioned 


“a elysters, cupping, perhaps frem 
the loins and sacrum, digitalis, 
low diet, and blood from the arm, provided the 
inflammation runs high, these will consti- 
tute your principal remedies, and the joint 
should be still. It is remarkable, that where 
there has been this inflammation, like rheu- 
matism, it seems afterwards to be affected by 
the weather, and more especially when there 
is an east wind, which is worth your recol- 
lection. Patients of this kind will complain 
of pains in that way for years afterwards, 
as I have had occasion to observe in the 
patient whose case I have related. 

In serofulous subjects, it sometimes hap- 
pens that the sacro-coccygeal joint partakes 
not merely of an inflammatory, but of a sup- 
purative action, and the parts may fall into 
a sort of malignant condition, so that the dis- 
ease will not heal. In a case of this kind, 
should all other attempts fai!, | may remark, 
by way of suggestion, that you might per- 
haps remove the os coccygis altogether, as 
this bone does not appear to be of any very 
great importance in the skeleton; after- 
wards, paring away the diseased extremity 
of the sacrum, till you reached the sounde: 
parts more disposed to the healing process. 
The hint may be worth recollecting, but of 
temerity, beware. And here, perhaps, I 
may take the liberty of observing, that ma- 
lignant actions are sometimes confined to a 
few films of structure only, so that if you 
can but destroy those few films, you will at 
once come down upon a healthier organisa- 
tion which will heal; whereas, if you left 
the case to itself, it would go on working to 
the patient’s destruction, x chancre treated 
by lunar caustic, is an illustration of this, 
sed hec hactenus. 

Symphysis pubis.—The next joint which 1 
shall request your attention to this morning 
is the symphysis pubis, a joint of vast im- 
portance in madwite ery, and vt frequent men- 
tion, This joint unites the ossa innominate 
in front. There is nothing peculiarly in- 
teresting in the structure. It is formed of 
the extremities of the ossa innominata, in- 
vested by cartilage, connected together by 
means of a fibrous substance, and more es- 
pecially strengthened by a strong capsular 
ligament passing across it, arising all round 
from the extremity of one bone, and in- 
serted all round into the extremity of the 
other. It is upon this ligament, the main 
strength of the joint depends; for if you 
were to take it away, the bones would have 
but little conuexion. The ligamentous fibres 
are much more abundant on the outer than 
on the inner part ; and there is wisdom in 
this; for a mass of ligament, internally, 
would have contracted the pelvis, where it 





is so frequently contracted, between the 
front and back of the brim, and would thus 
have presented a further obstruction to par- 
turition. In a practical view, the thinness 
of the ligament on the back of the sym- 
physis pubis is not without its interest. 
The joint, as you will hereafter understand, 
is sometimes filled with matter, sometimes 
otherwise disorganised. Now, though ex- 
ee | these parts may, no doubt, be ex- 
amined by the touch—a manual examina- 
tion may be most successfully made within ; 
and this, too, notwithstanding the urethra 
is lying along upon this part. Make your ob- 
servations on the pelvis I here send round. 

I shall now show you a preparation of the 
ossa innominata of a young child, divided 
into the ischium and pubes. Here is another 
preparation which shows the division of the 
same parts into the iliam, ischium, and 
pubes, which | wish you to notice with par- 
ticular care. Here is a preparation showing 
the sacro ischiatic ligaments very well ; 
and as they are important in midwifery, I 
should wish you to notice them also with 
attention. one is a preparation exhibiting 
the symphysis pubis: the preparation is 
formed in this way—taking a saw, and cut- 
ting from side to side, you separate the front 
from the back, obtaining thus the view I 
now present ; you see the articulatory ex- 
tremities of the bones, the cartilage and in- 
tervening substance, and behind the liga- 
mentous fibres, all very plainly. 

Should any gentlemen wish to examine 
these preparations more minutely, I beg they 
will come down to the table and do so. 

When we meet again, I shall proceed to 
the consideration of the diseases of the 
symphysis pubis. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
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ON CANCER OF THE STOMACH, BY DR, BOUIL- 
Laup.* 


Cancer of the stomach, as that of every 
other organ, is, according to M. Bouillaud, 
the termination of chronic phlegmasia ; and 
to justify this opinion, which he has ex- 
pressed a long time, (voy. Nour. Bibl. Méd., 
Vol. LV. 1826,) M. Bouillaud relates ive 
cases of individuals who died from can- 
cerous affection of the stomach, and who 
had, during their lifetime, experienced 
symptoms of chronic gastritis. Hence, in 
the first case, the disease was developed by 
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CZSARIAN OPERATION—CANCER OF THE RECTUM. 


external violence, which caused a great ‘found to be reduced from six to four inches ; 


number of tubercules, of cellular adhesions, | good 

rations of the subcataneous day, and with the exception of some diffi- 

tissues, and very naturally cancer of the/culty in voiding the urine, the cure was 
tomach | completed without any other bad symptom. 


scirrhous degene’ 


8 . 
‘The second experienced constipation and 
pain at the pit of the stomach, which pre- 
sented the character of gastritis. 

The third plained of and 





ion came on about the twelfth 


The cicatrix was not quite completed three 
months after the operation, when the 
menses naturally appeared, and some of the 
blood eseaped by the wound; the same 











weight in the region of the stomach, and thing occurred in the following month, 
rejected everything taken into the stomach. | after which ihe wound was completely cica- 
The fourth experienced for a long time a|trised. Notwithstanding the injunctions of 
kind of constriction in the epigastrium, and the surgeon in attendance, this woman be- 
vomited all kind of nutriment, even mild came pregnant an eighth time in December, 
drinks. This was a female who had re-/ 1824, and a Cwsarian operation was the 
ceived bad treatment from her husband ; second time performed, and with the same 
she frequently vomited blood. | success. 


oe 


Lastly, the fifth case was that of a per-) 
fumer, who two years previous had experi- | 
enced evident symptoms of gastritis, viz. | Seetion of Surgery.—Sitting of the 18th of July. 
pain in the epigastric region, great thirst, 
vomiting, &c. 


| 


CANCER AT THE LOWER PART OF THE 
RECTUM. 


M. Lisfranc related an operation which 
he had performed at the Pitié. A cancer 
was situated at the lower part of the rectum, 
extending nearly from one tuber ischii to the 
other, and its antero-posterior diameter 
habit, mother of six children, being affected| being about two inches in length. The 
during her seventh pregnancy with mollities| finger could be passed into the rectum 
ossium, the softening of the bones of the|above the swellings, which were placed at 
pelvis had caused such a deformity of this) about two inches around this intestine, 
cavity, that the ischii were not distant from |The upper part of the swelling was easily 
each other more than two fingers’ breadth.! moved and drawn downwards. M, Lisfranc 
The Cwsarian operation was absolutely | supposing that the disease was limited to 
called for, labour pains having been present the mucous membrane, attempted its re- 
three days, without any progress being| moval ; he made two semi-lunar incisions 
made in the delivery, The patient courage- around the cancer which met at their ex- 
ously submitted to this operation, and the |tremities, and dissected from without in- 
child was extracted by an incision made in| wards through half the substance of the 
the course of the linea alba, from the navel| sphincter ani; then by the introduction of 
to the pubis; the child was arrived at the his finger, he drew the diseased mass down- 
full size, and soon gave signs of life. The|wards, and removed it with a pair of 
delivery was effected without difficulty, and|scissars. Two vessels only required se- 
about a pound and a half of blood was lost|curing. The cure was completed in three 
during the delivery. The uterus soon con-| months; the patient keeps his feces as well 
tracted, the wound was immediately united | as ever, and goes to stool without pain. 
by sutures, and after some pains in the 
loins and abdomen had passed away, the 
blood took its course by the vagina. In the 
course of the eighth day, the symptoms be- 
came more alarming, and a fatal issue was 
feared ; very great pain and tension of the 
abdomen, suppression of the fmcal and 
urinary evacuations, respiration difficult, 


—-—- - 


CEHESARIAN OPERATION SUCCESSFULLY PER-| 
FORMED TWICE ON THE SAME PERSON,, 
BY DR. G. SCHENK, OF SIEGEN.* 


A woman, thirty-six years old, of lean 
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pulse frequent, diminution of the lochial 
discharge, &c. But these symptoms dis- 
appeared by the administration of strong 
doses of castor oil and exciting clysters ; ninety 
hours after the operation, the wound was 
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Tux Court of Examiners chosen and ap- 
pointed by the Master, Warden, and Assis- 
tants of the Society of Apothecaries of the 
City of London, in pursuance of a certain 
Act of Parliament, “ For better Regulat- 
ing the Practice of Apothecaries through- 
out England and Wales,” passed in the 
55th year of the reign of his Majesty King 
George the Third, have determined : 





REGULATIONS FOR THE EXAMINATION OF APOTHECARIEs. 


That every candidate for a certificate to 
practise as an Apothecary, shall be required 
to possess @ competent knowledge of the 
Latin language, and to produce testimonials 
of having served an apprenticeship of not 
less than five years to an Apothecary; of 
having attained the full age of twenty-one 
years, and being of a good moral conduct. 


N.B. Articles of apprenticeship, where 
such are in existence, will be required ; 
but, in case such articles shall have been 
lost, it is expected that the candidate shall 
bring forward very strong testimony to prove 
that he has served such an apprenticeship as | 
the Act of Parliament directs. 


He is also required to produce certificates 
of having attended not less than— 

One course of lectures on materia medica 
and medical botany ; 

One course of lectures on chemistry ; 

Two courses of lectures on anatomy and 
physiology ; 

Two courses of lectures on the theory and 
practice of medicine: these last to be at- 
tended subsequently to the lectures on ma- 
teria medica, chemistry, and to one course, 
at least, of anatomy. 


N.B. No testimonial of attendance on 
lectures on the principles and practice of 
medicine, delivered in London, or within seven 
miles thereof, will render a candidate eligi- 
ble for e:amination, unless such lectures 
were given, and the testimonial is signed 
by, a fellow, candidate, or licentiate of the 
Royal College of Physicians. 


A certificate of attendance for six months, 
at least, on the medical practice of some 
public hospital or infirmary, or for nine 
months at a dispensary ; ouk attendance to 
commence subsequently to the termination 
of the first course of lectures on the principles 
and practice of medicine. 

N.B, Physicians’ pupils, who intend to 
present themselves for examination, must 
appear personally at the beadle’s office, in 
this Hall, and bring with them the tickets, 
authorising their attendance on such prac- 
tice, as the commencement thereof will be 
dated from the time of such personal ap- 
pearance. 


The regulations relating to the order of 
succession in which the lectures on the | 
practice of medicine, and the medical prac- | 
tice of an hospital or dispensary, are to be 
attended, are designed to apply to those | 
students only who shall commence their 
attendance on lectures on or after the Ist of 
February 1828; and all such persons are 
particularly requested to take notice, that 
unless they shall have strictly complied 
with such order of succession, they will not 
be admitted to an examination. 








11 
In addition to the eourse of study above 


required, and which is indispensably neces- 
sary, the candidates are earnestly recom- 
mended to attend one or more courses of 
lectures on midwifery, and the diseases of 
women and children, on the latter of which 
subjects, as an important part of medical 
practice, they will be examined. 


The court have determined, that the ex- 
amination of the candidate shall be as fol- 
lows : 

1. In translating grammatically parts of 
the Pharmacopeia Londinensis, and Physi- 
cians’ Prescriptions. 


Should any doubt arise as to the Candi- 
date’s possessing a competent knowledge of 
Latin, he will be required to translate a 
passage, or passages, from some one of the 
easier Latin authors. 


N.B. The Court are anxious to impress 
upon candidates a conviction of the neces- 
sity of a knowledge of the Latin language, 
because they have had the painful duty im- 
posed on them of rejecting several persons, 
entirely from their deficiency in this im- 
portant pre-requisite of a medical educa- 
tion. 

2. In chemistry. 

3. In the materia medica and medical 
botany. 

4. In anatomy and physiology. 

5. In the practice of medicine. 


Noricre.— Every person intending to qua- 
lify himself under the regulations of this 
Act to practise as an Apothecary, must give 
notice in writing, addressed to the clerk of 
the Society, on or before the Monday pre- 
viously to the day of examination ; and 
must also at the same time deposit all the 
required testimonials at the office of the 
beadle, at Apothecaries’ Hall, where at- 
tendance is given every day (except Sunday) 
from nine until two o'clock, 


The Court will meet in the Hall every 
Thursday, where candidates are requested 
to attend at half-past one o'clock. 


By order of the Court, 
Joun Watson, Secretary. 
London, Sept. 14, 1827. 
Information relative to the busjness of 


this Court may be obtained of Mr. Watson, 
at his residence, 43, Berner's-street, be- 


|tween the hours of nine and ten o'clock 


every morning (Sunday excepted), 


*.* Itis expressly ordered by the Court 
of Examiners that no gratuity be received 
by any officer from any person applying for 
information relative to the business of this 
Court. 
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PRESSURE IN UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Srr,—In 1818, Dr. Ramsbotham gave to 
the profession the results of a practice not 
generally known, for promoting the contrac- 
tion of the uterus to restrain hemorrhage 
after the expulsion of the placenta. This prac- 
tice consisted in the application of pressure 
by meansofthe hand. Very soon after this 
treatment was made known, it was sug- 
gested by Dr. D. Davis that a compress might 
be substituted, and secured in such a man- 
ner as to ensure contraction of the uterus, 
and render a return of the hemorrhage ab- 
solutely impossible. Mr. Searle tells us 
that three years ago, he discovered that 
pressure would contract the uterus and re- 
strain hemorrhage. The object of my former 
letters was to set him right upon two points 
where he was certainly wrong ; first, in 
thinking that he was the discoverer of the 
utility of pressure, which was before done 
and published by Dr. Ramsbotham—and, 


secondly, in supposing that he was the first | 


to discover that applying pressure by means 
of a compress was more convenient, and 
more completely effected the object sought 
to be obtained. This was taught by Dr. 
Davis three years prior to Mr. Searle's 
questionable discovery of it, and six years 
before Mr. Searle shone upon the medical 
world, with the reflected light of Drs. 
Ramsbotham and Davis. For renderin 

justice to these gentlemen, | have soem 
Mr. Searle’s resentment, and obtained for 
your readers the favour of another letter 
from bim, which, with the exception of ad- 
ditional evidences of his very superficial ac- 
queintance with the subject, is full of 
*‘ damnable iteration.” 1 cannot hope to 
be indulged with room to analytically 
answer his dispatch ; but, in the justice and 
impartiality of Tux Lancer, I, in com- 
mon with even its enemies, have the most 
unbounded confidence. 1 am consequently 
induced to again intrude upon your notice 
some remarks suggested by Mr. Searle's 
last letter. 

I give him full credit for sincerity, in 
saying he would have withheld from the 
world his imaginary glory, could he have 
foreseen the consequences of relating it. 
Is not three successful cases sufficient to 
justify a practice? Perhaps Mr. Searle is 
not satisfied with Mr. Wardrop’s success 
in tying the carotid, because he has not 
done it thirty times; and although that 
gentleman’s merit and success are alike 
self-evident, they may be questioned, be- 
cause he has a 4 had three or four cases. 
Mr. Searle obliges us with a quotation of 
his own words, on which I am obliged to 
be the commentator ; for, he says, although 












gentle pressure with the hand is useful to 
excite contraction of the uterus, it is doubt- 
ful whether it be of the least utility in 
uterine hemorrhage. Now I think it is 
net doubtful, for anything that excites 
uterine contraction must diminish hemor- 
rhage, by lessening the calibre of the open 
mouths of the vessels of that part to which 
the placenta has been attached. And if 
pressure can be so applied as to produce 
this effect, it matters little how it be per- 
formed, whether by ‘‘ grasping the uterus” 
“by gentle pressure,” “‘ sitting upon the 
patient's belly” ‘‘ on acompress of bowels,” 
or ‘* sticks and tablecloths” forming *‘ the 
ares of a circle,” ‘* or quarto volumes,” or, 
for lack of these, perhaps he might not 
object to “ two octavo volumes neatly 
bound.” Whichever of these means re- 
strains the discharge upon the principle be- 
fore alluded to, may, I think, (although 
Mr. Searle does not) be deemed efficient 
pressure, for its efficacy is proved by its 
success. Cases may occasionally occur 
where the uterus may have no specific power 
of contraction, where it is flaccid and inert ; 
these are cases where added to pressure 
plugging must be useful, although Mr. Searle 
cannot perceive it. As the case of epistaxis, 
supposed by Mr. Searle, is neither a parallel 
nor an exemplification, I pass it by. I 
omitted to describe Dr. Davis’s improved 
mode of applying pressure, because Mr. 
Searle did so when he “‘ committed” his 
first letter; it consists in tying a compress 
firmly over the uncontracted uterus, by 
means of a sheet or tablecloth ; he usually 
employs a pillow rolled into a hard pad ; the 
Doctor suggested it might be sat upon, but 
he did not prudently direct that the person 
should be a “ light weight.”” This mode is 
infinitely superior to the ‘* quarto volumes,” 
because the means are always at hand, 
which the ‘‘ quartos” may not be, unless the 
patientlie ina library. Mr. Séarle is unfortu- 
nate in never being right even by mistake ; 
how can he reconcile his practice with rea- 
son, when he says he gave the laudanum to 
lessen the “‘ force and quickness” of the 
heart and arteries? Mr. Searle also gave 
wine and brandy—did he give these also to 
lessen the quickness of the heart and arte- 
ries, or did he expect that they would aid 
the “ acidity and coldness of the vinegar 
and water,” in “‘ constringing the vessels,”’ 
and checking the hemorrhage? The fact is, 
that the treatment of Mr. Searle’s case, with 
the exception of the pressure and the 
stimulants, was as exceptionable as the last 
mentioned means were appropriate, 
With many thanks for your impartiality, 
I have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. A. Wacronrp. 
Judd-street, Sept. 3, 1827. 




















ST. THOMAS’S AND GUY’S 
HOSPITALS. 


DISEASES OF THE TESTICLE. 


SIMPLE CHRONIC ENLARGEMENT. 


Ons of the most frequent forms of disease 
affecting the testicle, is a simple chronic 
enlargement, with induration of its sub- 
stance, so that the whole gland is gradu- 
ally converted into a hard solid mass, losin 
its naturally soft and vascular texture, an 
becoming, as it were, an heterogeneous sub- 
stance. With respect to the anatomical 
characters of the disease, they show disposi- 
tion of lymph to have taken place in the 
cellular tissue connecting the tubular struc- 
ture of the gland, and according as the dis- 
ease may be of more or less duration, so is 
the healthy structure found to be more or 
less obliterated. The disease is essentially 
a simple chronic enlargement, the intersti- 
tial deposit. being in all probability the re- 
sult of chronic inflammatory action, and 
therefore unlike the specific chronic enlarge- 
ments, fungus and scirrbus, is a curable 
disease, and not requiring an operation for 
its removal, It isin general cured by the 
exhibition of mercury to ptyalism, and af- 
terwards keeping up its action on the sys- 
tem for some time, under which the newly 
deposited matter is absorbed, and the chro- 
nic enlargement subsides. Simple chronic 
enlargement of the testicle occasionally ter- 

inates in ab within the body of the 
gland, when the disease called superficial 
JSungus is produced, and it should also be 
observed, that as im other parts of the body, 
although the tumour may Re simple enlarge- 
ment in the commencement, it may after- 
wards assume a malignant character. Of 
this we lately saw an instance in the prac- 
tice of Mr. Tyrrell, in which case the dis- 
ease had existed as a simple chronic tu- 
mour for several years, when an acciden- 
tal local excitement, injury to the part, de- 
veloped a malignant disease, fungus hema- 
todes, which pursued a rapidly destructive 
course. 





The two following cases are examples of 
simple chronic enlargement of the testicle, 
cured by mercury :— 

Case 1.—E, B., 34 years of age, a sailor, 
admitted into William’s Ward, under the 
care of Mr. Travers. The right testicle had 
been swollen four months previous to ad- 
mission ; the patient stated that the swell- 
ing did not gradually form, but came on 
rapidly in the course of a week. He had 
laboured under gonorrhea, with a bubo in 
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the groin, and also had had stricture four 
years before, but was perfectly free from 
these affections when admitted. The right 
testicle was found on examination to be 
enlarged to three times its natural size, very 
hard, and slightly tender to the touch ; the 
line of demarcation between the body of the 
testicle and the epidydimis destroyed, so 
that the two substances were blended into 
one solid mass; the chord was very hard, 
and manifested considerable tenderness on 
pressure, to some distance above the abdo- 
mizal ring. The patient’s appearance was 
unhealthy ; he said that he had been in the 
West Indies three months before admis- 
sion, where he had acute rheumatism, and 
during this attack a swelling formed on each 
tibia. On the inner side of each tibia, there 
was a firm periosteal swelling, which the 
patient described as being very painful at 
night, when warm in bed, Ordered, 


Calomel, 1 grain ; 

Tartar emetic, 1-6th of a grain ; 

Opium, + of a grain ; 
to be taken three times a-day. Strong mer- 
curial ointment, one scruple, to be rubbed 
in over the scrotum night and morning. A 
mercurial plaster to be applied to each 
shin. Six days after admission, ptyalism 
was profuse, and the medicines, with the 
mercurial frictions, were in consequence 
omitted ; the testicle was much softer and 
diminished in size. 

On the fifteenth day after admission, the 
testicle had become reduced to its natural 
size and feel; the hardness of the chord, as 
well as its tenderness, no longer existed, 
and the epidydimis could now be distinctly 
felt, separately from the body of the testi- 
cle. Having visited the patient at inter- 
vals, we had an opportunity of observing the 
gradual alteration which took place from 
day to day in the enlarged testicle under 
the influence of the mercury. ‘The ptya- 
lism continued for nearly a fortnight, al- 
though, as before stated, the remedies were 
omitted; the periosteal swellings of the 
tibia and pains of the limbs were removed 
under the influence of the mercury. 


Case 2.—When simple chronic enlarge- 
ment of the testicle co-exists with effusion 
of serum into the tunica vaginalis, as in the 
following case, the disease is aptly enough 
termed hydrv-sarcocele. 

R.S., 3% years of age, a shoemaker, of 
sallow complexion and unhealthy aspect, 
admitted on the 23d of August into King’s 
Ward, under the care of Mr. Green. The 
right testicle had been enlarged upwards 
of five months ; it swelled gradually, with- 
out pain; there had been no injury to the 
part, and the patient stated that he had not 
suffered from any venereal disease for 
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twelve months previous to the swelling of|sists in the formation of a small abscess 
the testicle. At the time of admission, he| within the body of the testicle, which, 





complained of slight obstruction to the| bursting externally, leaves an ulcerated 
passage of his urine. The testicle was | opening, at which a fangus gradually arises, 


found on examination to be as 
moderate-sized double fist, very 
the back and sides, but on the fore 
part slightly elastic, there being apparently 
some effusion of fluid within the cavity of 
the vaginal tunic. There was slight thick- 
ening and induration some way up the chord, 
and the nataral line of distinction between 
the body of the testicle and the epidydimis 
was obliterated. Ths patient complained 
of little pain in the part, and it was not 
very tender to the touch. 

Mr. Green directed one grain of calomel, 
with a quarter of a grain of opium, to be 
taken twice a-day. Twelve leeches to be 
applied to the testicle, and afterwards an 
evaporating lotion. 

27. Repeat the leeches. 

_ 29. Repeat the leeches; mouth becom- 
ing sore. 

Sept. 6. Ptyalism profuse; the testicle 
gteetty reduced in size, and much softer. 
Omit the pills. 

19. Testicle not much larger than the 
opposite, and of natural feel. Mr. Green 
directed a mercurial plaster to be applied 
over the scrotum, and the patient left the 
Hospital on the following day. 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE TESTICLE FOLLOW- 
ING ACUTE INFLAMMATION, CURED BY 
MERCURY, 


It sometimes happens that the testicle re- 
mains permanently enlarged after an attack 
of acute inflammation, lymph being in this 
case deposited in the connecting cellular 
tissue, as in the more slow forms of disease 
described above. The successful employ- 
ment of mercury in simple chronic enlarge- 
ment of the testicle, induced Mr. Tyrrell to 
employ it in a case where the swelling ex- 
isted as a sequela of acute disease, The 
patient, a young man, had been affected 
with gonorrheea and swelled testicle about 
six months prior to admission. The testicle 
remained enlarged after the inflammatory 
symptoms had subsided. When admitted, 
it was twice its natural size, and very hard. 
He was submitted to the action of mercury 
for upwards of three weeks, and the testi- 
cle gradually diminished in size and hard- 
ness ; it did not, however, totally regain its 
healthy feel. 

CHRONIC ABSCESS, WITHIN THE BODY OF 

THE TESTICLE, 
Followed by protrusion of its substance, consti- 
tuting the disease called Superficiul Fungus. 

The true pathology of that disease which is 


as a} This fungous excrescence is the glandular 
ard on | substance of the testicle itself, enlarged by 
jinterstitial deposition, and forcing its way 
| through an aperture im the tunics, from the 
| pressure which its increased bulk sustains ; 


it is to this fungous protrusion that the 
term superficial firngus is applied in contra- 
distinction to maligaant fungus, to which it 
bears no alliance. The treatment adopted 
at these hospitals may be stated generaily 
as follows :—W here the greater portion of 
the testicle has protruded, and the remain- 
ing smal) portion is in that state that its 
secerning powers may fairly be supposed 
to be destroyed ; and when from the long 
continued suppurative process, the imtegu- 
ments of the scrotum the base of the 
fungus have become much thickened, im 
such cases the testicle is extirpated. In 
other cases, where there is less extent of 
disease, the treatment employed is to excise 
the protruding fungus, pare and bring the 
edges of the scrotum in contact, or to apply 
an escharotic to the fungus, and subse- 
quently when the slough is thrown off, to 
use pressure by means of strips of adhesive 
plaster. Mr. ‘Travers’ general practice is to 
employ pressure, and certainly, in the name- 
rous cases which we have observed under 
his care, with much success. 


The following are notes of several cases 
of this disease, in which the separate modes 
of practice mentioned above were adopted A 


Guy's HOSPITAL. 


Cas 1, Extirpation of the Testicle —J, B., 
a middle aged man, admitted under the care 
of Mr. Morgan. The patient stated, that 
the left testicle had been enlarged upwards 
of two years, but that about seven weeks 
prior to his admission, having received 9 
severe blow, the integuments of the scrotum 
ulcerated, a small quantity of matter issued, 
and shortly after, a fungous excrescence be- 
gan to sprout from the ulcerated aperture, 
It was found on examination, that the prin- 
cipal part of the testicle was protruding, in 
the form of a fungous excrescence on the 
fore part of the scrotum ; the integuments 
surrounding the base of the fungus were 
much indurated. ‘The testicle was removed, 
and the fungous growth was found to origi- 
nate from the body of the testicle; there 
was an aperture in the coats, at which the 
fungus had protraded. That portion of the 
testicle which remained in the scrotum was 
so much altered in structure, that it was 
only a slight portion at the back part in 





called superficial fungus of the testicle, con- 





which the original texture could be defined. 








a, ee ee eee ae ee eee ae eee 


- @#2 


— ea a we lO 


GuY’s HOSPITAL. 


Case. Excision of the Fungus.—C. W., 
wtat. 46, admitted 3 An, the care of Mr. B. 
Cooper, with disease of the right testicle. 
The account given was, that nine months 
previous to admission he received severe 
injury to the testicle ; that in consequence 
thereof, it enlarged, aud after continuing 
for some time im this state, the integuments 
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and a quantity of ome es- 
a soon after took 
he en od ar perm but in the 
a fortnight it sloughed of its own 
was not reproduced. When ad- 
was an ulcer of the size of a 
illing, about a third of the way down on 

ight side of the scrotum; it extended 


the inte ts, but a probe intro- 
only suse 0 dlight depth; the ulcer 


a 
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of the serotum ulcerated, anda fungus ap-| 4. covered with a yellowish slough and 


peared at the 


aperture, which went on gra-| was devoid of granulations. The integu- 


—— ceeehieiceetitaten When <n ments, to a considerable extent around the 

- slmest insenai . |Opening, were much thickened and indu- 
gus of the size of @ walnat, protruding | 10d, and adherent to the body of the testis, 
which was much smaller than natural. The 
opposite testicle was very hard and en- 
larged, and on its upper surface there was 


the integuments of the scrotum, 
about midway on the right side; the sur- 
rounding parts were much thickened and in- 
durated. The arsenical solution was 
plied for a few days, but at length Mr. 
Cooper excised the tumour on a level with 
the scrotum, pared the indurated edges of 
the integuments, and brought them in con- 
tact with strips of adhesive plaster. The 
patient was shortly dismissed from the Hos- 
pital, well. 

ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


Cast 3.—Ezeision of the Fungus 
xtat. 39, admitted on 29d of June, under the 


the anterior surface of the testicle. 

The treatment pursued was as follows: a 
lotion, composed of twelve drops of muria- 
tic acid, with six drops of nitric acid and 
two ounces of water, was applied by means 
of lint to the ulcer, and over this a linseed 
meal poultice was put. A tonic mixture 
was prescribed, as the patient appeared to 


.—J. W.,\ be weakly, and subsequently five grains of 


Plummer’s pill given at bedtime. A report 


care of Mr. Travers. The testicle had been | wade one month after admission states, that 
swelled six months, and ulceration of the} the ulceration had materially lessened ; the 
scrotum had existed for about six weeks ;| acid lotion was at that time discontinued, 


the protruding fungus was of the size of 
a pi ’s egg. There was no account of 
injary done to the part 
cut off on a level with the scrotum, two days 
after the patient’s admission, and the wound 
dressed with a piece of dry lint and strips 
of adhesive Considerable hamor- 
rhage en , to stay which caustic was 
applied, and this produced a slough that 
separated under the use of poultices. The 


and the nitric oxyde of mercury (red preci- 
pitate ) applied with poultices. A fortnight 


The fungus was afterwards the patient left the Hospital 


quite well. 


CASE OF TRUE SCIRRHOUS OR CANCEROUS 
DISEASE OF THE TESTICLE. 


The following is a well-marked example 


of true scirrhous disease of the testicle—a 


pe of plaster wore again Srudty applied, disease which, we are informed, on the au- 


and under this treatment the patient was 
dismissed, cured, in the course of a month. 





Guy's HOSPITAL. 


thority of Sir Astley Cooper, is “‘ extremely 
rare.’ 


W. Elliott, 45 years of age, of fair com- 


plexion and healthy appearance, was admit- 


Case +—This case differs from the pre-| ted ander the care of Mr. Key, on accouut 
ceding, inasmuch as the fungus had spom-| of 4 jernial tumour on the lefiside. It ap- 
taneously sloughed previous to the patient’ ,-ared, from the patient's statement, that 
admission, and he had, when admitted into je jad been the subject of hernia from his 
the Hospital, merely am indolent ulcerated | childhood, the gut frequently descending 


opening on the forepart of the scrorum. 


and being again easily returned. About five 


J..W., xt. $0, admitted into Job’s Ward | days, however, previous to his admission 
on the 11th of July, under the care of Mr.|into the Hospital, he was pursuing some 
Key. This man stated, that he had labour-/|very laborious employment, when the in- 
ed under slight enlargement of the testicles | testine came down and formed a tumour of 
for a considerable time, but about six weeks | much greater magnitude than at any former 


prior to admission he received a violent blow | pe 


tiod ; finding himself incapable of reduc- 


on the part, after which it swelled rapidly | ing it, as he had ordinarily done, he applied 


and became painful, continuing 





in this/ to a surgeon, who made various iaeffectual 
attempts at reduction by means of the taxis. 


the scrotum became discoloured, ulceration | The tumour was of large size, the integu- 








ance 
from any further mani of the ta- 
mour, and directed the of leeches, 


with the subsequent use of fomentations, 
which were productive of much relief. In 
the evening Mr. Key saw the patient, and 
the tumour being now much less inflamed 
and painful on pressure than at the time of 
admission, he succeeded in reducing the 
hernia; but there was still a very large 
swelling in this side of the scrotum, as com- 
pared with the opposite, and this was found 
to be occasioned by the testicle, which was 
very much increased in size end of a stony 
hardness, being somewhat irregular on its 
forepart. enh nay a was much end 
larged, ially at its upper part, where 
x enn per tender on ; it was, 
however, uniformly of equal hardness with 
the body of the testicle, from which, 
it remained perfectly distinct., The pa- 
tient remained in the Hospital about three 
weeks, in order to have the opinion of Sir 
A. Cooper, (the nominal consulting surgeon ) 
and during this period the tumour of the 
epididymis enlarged and assumed a tuber- 
culated feel on its upper peti the man’s 
general health too was evidently becoming 
affected ; the glands in the groin were un- 
affected. Sir A. Cooper having seen the 
patient, decided on the propriety of remov- 
ing the parts by an operation, which was 
accordingly performed on the 18th of March. 
The man left the Hospital on the 24th of 
April quite well. 

A section of the testicle and tumour of the 
epididymis clearly showed the disease to be 

a true scirrhous nature. During the per- 
formance of the operation, the hernial sac 
was exposed and laid open, and it was found 
that it had become imperforate just above 
the external ring, so that a radical cure had 
been effected, quasi, scrotal hernia, by the 
adhesions produced under the inflammatory 
action set wp in the tumour. 


{For many interesting particulars of this 
case we are indebted to the intelligent 
dresser, Mr. Randell.) 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE TONGUE. 





WINCHESTER COUNTY HOSPITAL. 


DEATH PRODUCED BY AN ENLARGEMENT OF 
THE TONGUE. 


Tuomas Forper, xt. 46, a labourer, was 
brought to the Hospital in a most 
and exhausted ition, about one o'clock 
in the day, with a ious enlargement 
times, at least, its natural size, it 
from between the teeth, and pedo ow dis- 
tended the lips and mouth. Jt was not in 
any way di except near its apex, 
which was rather livid, tly from the 
pressure of the teeth; a quantity of very 
viscid saliva constantly dribbled from his 
mouth ; the countenance extremely dejected ; 
pulse 120, and very feeble. The respira- 
tion (which was not so much impeded as 
might have been expected) was performed 
entirely through the nostrils, the mouth being 
so completely occupied by the tongue as to 
render the patient incapable of the most in- 
distinct articulation. ‘he enlargement ap- 
pears to be unattended with pain, except the 
sensation of distention. W questioned, 
he refers, by placing his hand on his head 
and chest, to great uneasiness in those parts, 
His wife, who accompanied him to the Hos- 
pital, gave the following account of the com- 
mencement of the complaint :—Her husband 
returned home from his work apparently in 
good health, about eight o’clock on the pre- 
ceding evening ; prior to his retiring to bed, 
he pobre me of an uneasy seosation about 
his tongue, asif it felt sore, which he attri- 
buted to a slight cold. About five o’clock 
on the following morning he awoke from a 
sound sleep in a state of considerable agita- 
tion, when he said he was convinced that 
his tongue was very much swollen; his 
speech appeared to be much affected. After 
some little time, he was induced to lie down 
again, when he slept uninterruptedly until 
eight o'clock, by which time the size of the 
tongue had so much increased as entirely to 
prevent his speaking. A surgeon was sent 
for, and advised his being immediately re- 
moved to the Hospital. 


Ten o’clock.—On his admission to the 
Hospital, Mr. H. Lyford attended, and di- 
rected that as many leeches as could be 
made to adhere should be immediately 
applied to the tongue, and 5 grains of 
calomel, and 3iss of cathartic mixture, to 
be taken directly. The medicine was ad- 
ministered by insinuating it gradually be- 
tween the corner of the mouth and side of 
the tongue ; it was swallowed without much 
difficulty. 

























Two o’Clock.—The aperient medicine has 
acted copiously four times: twelve leeches 
only could be applied, but the bleeding was 
rather copious, and continued for some time. 
The patient has taken some beef tea and 
milk, which were exhibited by an elastic 
tube through the nose. 


Five o’Clock.—Mr. Lyford visited the pa- 
tient, and found the enlargement still undi- 
minished ; made three very deep and exten- 
sive incisions into the substance of the 
tongue, one on the dorsum, and two late- 
rally ; the patient did not express the least 
pain at the operation. The hemorrhage 
which followed the incisions amounted to 
six ounces, and subsided spontaneously. Ice 
to be constantly applied over the part in a 
bladder, 

Nine o'Clock.—No relief has been af- | 
forded by the operation, the enlargement | 
remaining exactly the same. The glands | 
under the jaw have become excessively en- 
larged, and there is a general puffiness of the 
whole neck. The patient so much exhausted 
as to be unable to bear the loss of more | 
blood. Ordered a large blister to be applied | 
under the jaw; the ice to be discontinued ; | 
the strength to be supported us much as pos- | 
sible by beef tea, milk, and arrow root. 


Second day, ten o'clock a.m.—The en- 
largement of the tongue as before. Patient 
has passed a quiet night without sleep, but 
he is evidently sinking. Surface of the body 
bedewed with a cold perspiration, though 
the respiration is not more impeded than on | 
his admission ; pulse small, feeble, and ex- | 
tremely quick ; countenance expressive of 
the greatest anxiety, the features quite col- 
lapsed. The blister has produced large ve- 
sications ; the swelling of the neck has not 
increased, Patient perfectly sensible ; the 
extremities cold. . Ordered bottles of warm 
water to be constantly applied to the feet 
and stomach; warm brandy and water to be 
exhibited occasionally, with a solution of 
ammonia, in camphor mixture, to be given 
every hour. 


Four o’clock p.m.—The patient expired 
about a quarter before one o'clock, and was 
sensible until within five minutes of his dis- 
solution, the tongue having neither dimi- 
nished or increased in size from his first ad- 
mission. 

On a minute dissection of the body being 
made, no unnatural appearance could be 
detected, which could tend to explain the 
origin or nature of this singular disease ; in 
fact, every part presented a healthy ap- 


pearance, 
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Tue Medical Session has now commenced, 
and we embrace the earliest opportunity to 
direct the attention of Srupenrs to the cruel 
and oppressive prosecution of Mr. Wit- 
t1am Cooke, a gentleman who only a very 
short time back formed one of their own 
body, and, like themselves, was assiduously 
occupied in learning the principles of his 
profession. His assiduity, however, has 
experienced a singular reward, for having 
by his natural talents and industry accumu- 
lated a considerable store of professional 
information, he embarked in the laudable 
undertaking of communicating it to others ; 
and having been detected in availing himself 
of the only means by which he could render 
his instruction either efficient or satisfac- 
tory, his house was ransacked by consta- 
bles, he was prosecuted, nay, indicted asa 
felon : was torn from his family, tried, con- 
victed, atid sentenced to pay a fine of one 
It is difficult to believe 
that such things as these could have hap- 
pened in a country calling itself civilized, yet 
such is the lamentable fact. The case ought 
to have roused the entire profession from 
their disgraceful slumber, and urged them 
to seek for some legislative measure, which 
might afford them protection whilst pursu- 
ing their anatomical studies. If it can be 
shown that a knowledge of human anatomy 
is attainable without human dissections, 
then we will say, let the body be held sacred 
from the mutilations of the scalpel ; on the 
other hand, if a knowledge of anatomy is 
essential to the public health, and if we are 
acquainted with no other means by which it 
can be procured than human dissections, it 
is the duty of persons holding such opi- 
nions to encourage, by every means in 
their power, those who have the boldness 
to carry them into execution, It would 
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appear, from the manner in which judges, | own ; his zeal brought upon him the per- 
coroners, barristers, and the public in gene- | secuting hand of prejudice, and his ruin was 
ral speak of exhumation and dissection, that | nearly complete. The Students know not ( 
these occupations are not only profitable, | how soon they may be the victims of similar 1 
but eeeedingly amusing to those who are | bigotry and malice, let them therefore step 
engaged in them. Some people cannot be-| forward quickly, and assist in raising the | 
lieve that the process of dissection is the | oppressed; further, we would have them | 
most loathsome and disgusting drudgery to | bear in mind, that by protecting Mr. Cooke, 

which the mind can be subjected, and|they furnish themselves with the most sub- 

that nothing but an anxious desire to be | stantial shield against similar prosecutions. 






































of service to the living, could ever induce 
any man to mutilate the dead, Who dis- 


Sotene 
scete the hamen body from cheice? No one. Tue concourse of members of the medical 


profession at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
on Monday last, was unprecedented : sur- 
geons, physicians, students, and apotheca- 
ries, all appeared anxious to catch a glimpse 
of that extraordinary phenomenon, the 1N- 
PANT ANATOMIST, the ,* straight-forward ”’ 
son of a tortuous father. It was the gene- 
ral opinion that a disturbance of a very seri- 


It is never undertaken but from a con- 
viction of its necessity. If all the teachers 
of anatomy were to experience the same 
punishment as Mr. Cooke, the cultivation 
of medicine in this country would be at an 
end, and in a few years surgery would be 
reduced to what it was when the science 
was exclusively in the hands of the monks. 


Although the amount of the subscription | ous description was unavoidable, expres- 
for Mr. Cooke is considerable, (_£209.)| sions indicative of the greatest disgust and 
yet it falls short of what we anticipated ; | indignation, at the disgraceful trickery that 
but the sum simply is not all, the approba-| has recently experienced so signal an ex- 
tion of such a long catalogue of highly re- | posure, were every where uttered, and even 
spectable and scientific gentlemen, must | the most staunch friends of the chief culprit 
prove much more consolatory to the wound-| could only say in extenuation, that he was 
ed feelings of Mr. Cooke, after the base|an ‘‘ old man, and it was natural that he 
attempt that has been made to destroy his/should be desirous of providing for the 
character, than fifty times the amount.— | future success of his child.” These people, 
Conceiving that the gratification he may ex-| however, seem to forget that love of 
perience from the subscription might be in| offspring is a mere animal feeling, and 
proportion to the number and respectability | when uncombined with love of justice, is 
of the subscribers, we have kept the books| often productive of the greatest iniquity. 
open until the present period for the pur-|‘The infamous manner in which Mr. Law- 
pose of affording the Students of the various | rence has been treated, was spoken of un- 
medical classes an opportunity of adding | reservedly, and in the severest terms of re- 
their names to the list of those gentlemen | proach. It was asked, at the same moment, 
who consider that Mr. Cooke is a perse-| by twenty tongues, ‘ how Mr. Abernethy 
cuted man, and that he ought to be pro-|could state, that he saw no person in the 
tected from the malice of his enemies. We | Hospital willing and competent to lecture, ex- 
are sure that this appeal to the warm and | cept Sraniey, when no offer of the lectures 
generous hearts of the Pupils will not be|had been made to Mr. Lawrence, whose 
made in vain. Mr. Cooke but a little while | willingness, therefore, or unwillingness, had 
since entered on his professional career with | not been tried?” No answer of any kind 
prospects as bright and as flattering as their | was returned to these questions. 
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By one o'clock the square of the Hospital | which had been previously filled with those 
was crowded, every person seemed to anti-|in the secret who were anxious to pre- 
cipate that there would be an uproar in the | serveorder, and repeated his thirty-five-year- 


theatre, yet no one could say of what cha- | old lecture, 


When the gentlemen who had 


racter, or what would be the result. Hosts | witnessed Mr, Lawnence’s operation visit- 
of pupils declared, that unless Lawrence |ed the anatomical theatre at a quarter or 


lectured they would not remain there ; | twenty minutes past two, they could gain no 
and many of the old ones threatened, | admittance, and the lecture was considerably 
that the lecture should not proceed if} advanced ; at first they were exceedingly in- 


Mr, Lawrence were not appointed; such 
was the aspect of affairs shortly before 
tw. Meanwhile, the Abernethian party 
was not inactive ; its emissaries were dis- 
tributed in various directions, and urging 
the pupils to refrain from any act of dis- 
order or violence, alleging ‘‘ that it was to 
be Mr. Abernethy’s last year, that the 
Committee of Governors had announced if 
any riot were to occur in the Theatre, they 
had resolved on closing it for the season ; 
that as they had confirmed the appointment 
of Mr. Abernethy subsequently to their de- 
tection of the bonds, they were beund in 
honour to respect an arrangement which 
they had themselves made.” These state- 
ments, coming as they did from gentlemen 
of great respectability, and who were sup- 
posed to be well acquainted with the feel- 
ings and intentions of the Governors, pro- 
duced a powerful impression; and the 
propriety of the resolution of the Com- 
mittee, was universally admitted—but how 
to avert the threatened storm, was a 
consideration of some difficulty; at length 
the Abernethians posted a notice on the 
doors, stating that the lecture would not com- 
mence until Harr past Two o’cLock! Mr. 
Lawrence, with his characteristic gene- 
rosity, and apparently forgetting the wrongs 
he had received at the hands of the indi- 
vidual whose extraordinary conduct had 
been the cause of all the excitement, ap- 
pointed two o'clock for the performance 
of an operation in the other theatre, and 


whilst that gentleman was thus engaged 
before an assembly of some hundreds, Mr. 
Abernethy entered the anatomical theatre, 


| 
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dignant on discovering the manner in which 
they had been duped, but soon acquiesced 
in the propriety of the measures adopted, 
and all agreed, after the intimation given 
out by the Governors, that any thing like 
riot or disorder would not only prove disre- 
pectful to the Governors, but was likely to 
be attended with the most pernicious con- 
sequences to the students. It was generally 
felt, that if the first lecture could be got 
gyer quietly, that the others would be al- 
lowed to proceed as smoothly as ever, which 
has proved to be correct. 

It is impossible that we can feel other- 
wise than highly gratified at observing the 
extraordinary sensation which our exposure 
of the trickery that has been practised at 
this Hospital has produced, There does 
not appear to be the slightest difference of 
opinion as to the character of the intrigues 
and bonds, concocted witha view to secure 
the elevation of the INFANT ANATOMIST. 
The vile and dirty bargains were spoken of 
with disgust. But the attempt to perpe- 
tuate Mr. Lawrence’s exclusion from the 
lecturer’s chair, was every where denounced 
in unqualified terms of exeeration. The 
three fatal words in Mr. Abernethy’s letter, 
“« willing and competent,” appear to have si- 
lenced those who recently were the most 
boisterous of his adherents. Not a syllable 
do they advance either by way of explana- 
tion or justification. In truth, to do his 
friends justice, they seem not to understand 
the meaning of th passage, and express 
their astonishment that Mr. Anernetuy 
should have written any thing so exceed- 
ingly unintelligible. But they may be as- 
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sured that it was not set down without 
thought, and its intelligibility is sufficiently Afanual of Pathology ; containing the Symptoms, 
obvious. It was written with no other in-| Djiagnusis,and Morbid Characters of Diseases : 
tention than to induce the Governors to! together with an Exposition of the different 
believe that the lectures had been offered to| Methods of Examination, applicable to Af- 
Mr. Lawrence, implying at the same time _fections of the Head, Chest, and Abdomen. 
that Gentleman's unwillingness to acceptof; By L. Marrixer, D.M.P., translated, with 


them ; hence there was an excuse for the se- | Notes and Additions, by Jonzs Quain, A.B. 


| 
| 


lection of Mr. Stantey. Mr. Abernethy’s| Demonstrator of Anatomy at the Medical 
friends either are, or pretend to be, incapa- | School, Aldersgate-street. Secoxv Epiti0n, 
ble of explaining the cause of Mr. Stanley’s| revised, with additional Notes. 12mo. pp. 
appointment to the anatomical chair, in| 298, London, 1827. Simpkin and Marshall, 


preference to that of Mr. Lawrence. Here) 


again the apparent riddle can be solved Tue system of General Anatomy, which was 
without difficulty. Stanley was just the sup- | developed by the stupendous genius of Bi- 
ple creature that Abernethy wanted ; he chat, has been made the ground-work of 
could perform the dirty work connected this admirable treatise on Pathology, which, 
with the “ bargainings” and “ bonds ;” |im its original state, must be well known 
the light too of the rawr ANaToIsT | to every one conversant with the foreign li- 
stood a better chance of being brilliant by, terature of his profession. 
the side of a body of darkness, than in the; The author, in the most systematic way, 
presence of such a luminary as Lawrence. “fer explaining the method of examining 
Ifa man be desirous of plugging up a tor-| 4isease, as applicable to every case, pro- 
tuous passage, he does not select a piece of ceeds to consider the mode of investigation 
sterling unyielding oak, but pounceson a, “necessary in particular instances, 
lump of clay, that he can moisten, spit wpen, | Thus, in examining diseases of the brain, 
and mould and fashion so as to suit the va- he investigates the state of 
rious crevices of the filthy avenue. The Intellectual Faculties, 

As an instance of the disappointment felt | Sensitive System, 
by the pupils at the non-appointment of Locomotive System, 
Mr. Lawrence to the anatomical chair at| Digestive System, &c. 
St. Bartholomew's, a party of six (from And in thisscrutinizing way,in which it would 
Yorkshire,) immediately after the termina- be impossible for any thing to escape ob- 
tion of Abernethy’s lecture, quitted that S¢rvation, he shows the most certain method 


Hospital, and the whole of them entered to of detecting disease in the thorax and abdo- 
the lectures and practice at Guy’s. | men, and afterwards in the primary tissues. 
| He then enters into a minute description of 

alterations of structure themselves, explain- 

SUBS ing in a very minute, correct, and satisfac- 
SCRIPTION |tory manner, the connexion between the 

TO PAY THE FINE AND LAW EXPENSES | symptoms and the morbid physical result, 
Se We Cetay, CF SaETEE. ‘and thus throws a light on the most difficult 


Amount already advertised . cA 9 d. part of the practice of medicine—the art of 
ertised .... ; . 
J. Loudon, M. D., Pernambuco, , diagnosis. 
Brazils ... 5 0) The elegant translation of this Manual by 
D Iby, | 
r. Gilby Wakefield, ‘Yorkshire +4: o} Bin, Quel, ciealy ob. well tasun te Ge 
1 


— Dawson, Esq., Surgeon, do. 
Dr. C. J, Fox, Margate éadiinin 0} profession as the Demonstrator of Anatomy 





MARTINET’S MANUAL OF FP \TTIOLOGY. 


in the Aldersgate School, has been enriched 
throughout with many judicious and original 
observations. 

In this improved state, the work is emi- 
nently calculated to supply that deficiency 
in the study of pathological science, which 
has long been experienced in this country, 


where, singular to think, the ill-arranged, | 
| the breadth of the diseased part is greater 


and, in very many points, greatly deficient 
work of Baillie, is the only system of 
pathology which has yet appeared. 


That general anatomy is the only solid 
basis on which a work on pathology can or 
ought to rest, Mr. Quain thus forcibly ex- 
presses his conviction :— 


«« As, in consequence of their striking si- 
milarity in structure, properties, and ana- 
tomical characters, these membranes are 
ranged under one head, and form one class, 
so their diseases should also form one group ; 
on the obvious principle, that the more 
close the similitude between parts in their 
structure, fuctions, and characters, in health, 
the more nearly will they resemble one an- 
other in the changes induced by disease. 

** These considerations point out some, 
at least, of the advantages of studying ge- 
neral anatomy—they indicate, at once, a 
mode of arranging Deseses according toa 
natural method, by grouping them together 
according to their mutual affinities, and 
thereby introducing into medicine those ri- 
gorous methods of investigation, which have 
already effected so much for other natural 
sciences, particularly botany and zoology.” 


After lamenting the want of any Eng- 
lish work on general anatomy, the author 
gives the gratifying intelligence, that he is 
now engaged in one that will speedily 


appear ; which, considenng his cultivated 
mind, and his great knowledge of every de- 
partment of anatomy, will doubtless become 
a standard book. 


Of the many original notes of the trans- 
lator, those on the digestive organs, and on 
the best method of opening dead bodies, are 
peculiarly good. 

From his account of accidental develop- 
ments, we extract the following interesting 
information on the extirpation of cancerous 
lips :— 
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‘In extirpating cancer of the lip, Du- 
puytren, instead of removing a triangular 
portion, and then uniting the cut surfaces 
by suture, in some cases makes a semi- 
lunar incision, so as to remove all the har- 
dened part, and then covers the surface 
with simple dressing ; after a while, there 
is scarcely any perceptible loss of substance, 
as the margin of the lip rises up nearly to 
its natural level. This plan of seeseding 
is particularly applicable to cases in which 


than its depth ; for instance, when it ex- 
tends across the whole lip. This operation 
is practised on the principle, that cancer 
being an accidental production, developed 
in the part, compresses and forces back the 
adjacent substance in proportion as it 
grows ; consequently, the substance of the 
lip can restore itself to its original position, 
when, by the removal of this new growth, 
the compressing power is taken away.” 


Many of Mr. Quain’s opinions on the 
formation of diseased structures are evi- 
dently the result of much experience and 
minute observation, and every where be- 
tray that their author possesses powers of 
perception of a high order, and that his 
mind is one of a very philosophic and 
logical kind. 

For their excellency, we select the fol- 
lowing observations on inflammation of the 
arachnoid membrane of the spinal column. 


‘* Though authors so constantly speak of 
infammation of the arachnoid membrane, 
still anatomy has not yet been able to dis- 
cover any vessels in itstissue. Ribes and 
Ollivier are of opinion that the seat of the 
inflammation is not in the arachnoid of the 
spine, but in the dura mater, which re- 
ceives a great number of vessels, in the 
pia mater, and in the vessels of this latter 
membrane, which penetrate into the sub- 
stance of the medulla. Hence they account 
for the red tinge and thickening (which are 
reported by different persons as having 
been observed in the arachnoid) by attri- 
buting them to injection of the vessels of 
the other membranes, and infiltration or 
thickening of the sub-serous cellular tissue. 
Inflammation of the membranes of the 
medulla spinalis, very frequently extends to 
those of the brain. The symptoms of both 
affections are therefore usually found unit- 
ed; however, there are two which may be 
considered pathognomic of arachnitis of the 
spine—the first is a general contraction of 
the posterior muscles of the trunk, }ro- 
ducing a complete opisthotonos As this has 
been observed in cases where examination 








bas demonstrated an inflammation of the 
arachnoid of the spine, that of the brain 
being free from any such affection, it may 
be regarded as diagnostic of arachnitis spi- 
nalis.—The other symptom is pain extend- 
ing along the spine, but more particularly 
referred to some parts of it.”’ 


M. Martinet’s work, which was at first 
intended principally as a clinical guide, has 
thus, from so many additions both by the 
author and translator, been converted into 
a complete though concise system of pa- 
thology ; as its arrangement is in the 
highest degree good, and as its details are | 
every where correct, is well adapted to| 
fill up that deficiency in the study of pa- 
thology, which has been so long experienced 
in this country by every one at all advanced 
in the knowledge of medicine ; and whe- 








thor as a book of reference to the prac- 
titioner, or guide to the student, is un- 
doubtedly one of the greatest value. 


“' THE YELLOW” JOURNAL. 





Parturiunt montes et nascitur ridiculus mas. 


Avyorner fungus has sprung from the 
earth, filled with the same heavy materials 
which have ever characterised the humble 
pages of the bat journal. The knowing 
ones in the profession seem fast to be de- 
serting this abortive child of a tory band, 
and two only of those ‘‘ hole and corner” 
men, whose names were wont to deck the 
Gothic structure, have had the boldness to 


step forward in the present number, to prop 





CASES IN THE YELLOW JOURNAL. 


appears one from the pen of Mr. Babington 
which drew its first breath in that abode of 
vice, “‘ the Lock;” from which, ample as 
the opportunities are of studying syphilitic 
disease which it affords, this part of medi- 
cine has not for many years derived a single 
improvement, and from which none can be 
expected to emanate, till a key be found to 
open its well-secured doors to the public, 

The observations of Mr. Babington on 
sloughing sores, several cases of which he 
detailed in a former number of ‘‘ The Yel- 
low,” exhibit throughout the highest degree 
of confusion ; and we much doubt ifany one, 
not even the anthor himself, could practi- 
cally make those distinctions in the appear- 
ance of the sores, necessary in adopting those 
plans of treatment which he recommends— 
distinctions drawn principally from the un- 
certain aud variable colours of an ever- 
changing hue, But supposing it, for a mo- 
ment, possible to distinguish them with cer- 
tainty, the treatment recommended to be 
pursued is mostly contrary to the experi- 
ence of the standard authorities on the sub- 
ject. In following up his remarks, with the 
view of showing the propriety of his plans of 
cure, and inculcating the efficacy of mer- 
cury, which, in certain coloured cases of 
sloughing sores, he conceives to be the sine 
qué non, he has made some most erroneous 
statements as to the powers, and modus ope- 
randi, of this damgerous medicine. Thus he 
states— 

** That mercury will depress arterial ac- 





its reputation with the authority of their 
empty titles. The communications, too, 
such as they are, bear evidently the marks 
of much labour ia their manufacture, and 
several of the cases have been dragged from 
the abyss of time, where they had long slum- 
bered in inglorious oblivion, to vegetate a 
short existence on the surface of the fungus: 
but, alas! their career is fixed ; they will 
soon be again consigned to the limits of the 
tomb! 

Foremost, among the “ original” papers, 


tion with no less certainty than antimony ; 
and these depressing effects are no sooner 
| felt in the system, than the skin surrounding 
| the ulcer loses its bright florid hue, the tu- 
mefaction subsides, and the sloughing ceases 
to spread. This sore presents no difficulty. 
The effect of the remedies is almost always 
uniform, and nothing but an unfounded dread 
of mercury on the part of the surgeon can 
| perplex the treatment, or affect the facility 
of the cure. It may be assumed as a principle, 
| that as long as acute inflammation exists, mer- 
cury never either occasions or aggravates slough- 
ting” 22 
Passing over this precious production, in 
which Mr. Babington makes distinctions 
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where no difference exists, and where the 
most pernicious practice is held up in false 
colours, we come to another “ original ” 
from the pen of Mr. Brodie, who has de- 
tailed under the head ‘diseases of the 


’ afew cases of that well known 


testicle’ 
occurrence, effusion of blood into the tunica 


vaginalis, in general arising from external 


violence, a species of lesion with which | 
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consequence of a young lady having repeat- 
edly rested the whole weight of her body 
on the “ ball” of her foot, which was fol- 
lowed by extensive suppuration, and ter- 
minated at length in the death of the patient. 

We never heard of a case where the epi- 
physis of the tibia was separated in this 
way before, nor can we see on what ana- 
tomical view of the structure of the ancle 


every one must have been well acquainted | joint, Mr. Rose could arrive at such an ab- 


from his boyish years. These, gentle reader, | Surd conclusion. The case was, in all pro- 


were cured, as might be expected ; and by 
doing what? why simply opening the vagi- 
nal cavity, and discharging the foreign con- 
tents. They are, however, considered to 
be of so great consequence by this modern 
monk, that he searches the records of times 
long gone by, and drags to light one which 
occurred in the year of our Lord 1815!! 
With these he makes up a case ‘‘ in which,” 
he says, “ there was reason to believe, that 
the patient hed laboured under a hemato- 
cele of long standing, and in which the 
glandular structure of the testicle had dis- 
appeared, probably in consequence of long 
continued pressure of the extravasation.” 
This appears to be, however, any thing but 
a case of hematocele. If any inference 
could be drawn from the meagre descrip- 
tion given, it would lead us to suppose it to 
be one of fungus hematodes of the testicle. 
—These are the ingredients which form the 
compesing compound, which is dignified with 
the name of a paper ‘‘ On Diseases of the 
Testicle.” To use the language of “ extra 
limites,” Jemmy, who seems to have no 
liking to the Georgians, we exclaim, “ Ab 
Brodie ! Brodie ! hide thy diminished head.” 

Fast on the heels of Brodie follows the 
nimble Rose, who after much preliminary 
blarney, in which he enuuciates the truism 
that ‘‘exercise properly regulated has a 
great influence in developing the animal 
body ; but if carried to excess, it may pro- 
duce bad consequences”!!! relates a case 
of injury of the ancle joint, where he says 
the epiphysis of the tibia was separated in 





bability, one of laceration of those nume- 
rous aponeuroses which bind down the ex- 
tensor tendons, followed by a high degree 
of inflammation, and consequent suppura- 
tion. Nor can we understand on what 
sound surgical principle Mr. Rose could 
allow this young lady to sink, when ampu- 
tation would in every likelihood have saved 
her life. 

Mr. Taylor relates a case of ‘ Stricture"’ 
of the esophagus, which turns out to be 
one of spasmodic affection of the muscular 
eoat, arising from inflammation and uleera- 
tion of the mucous membrane. This is de- 
scribed as an instance of permanent stric- 
ture, and seems to have been treated as 
such by the use of the bougie, which invari- 
ably reudered the symptoms more severe. 
Unless it be to show the difficulty of diag- 
nosis, or to fill up a vacuity in the “ yellow,” 
we are at a loss to conceive what the ac- 
count of the ease is tended for. 

Besides these novel and splendid papers 
is one from Mr. Boyle, in which he details 
two instances of stiff knees benefited by 
the use of the moxa, and one from Mr. 
Stafford giving an account of a new and 
dangerous method of piercing strictures of 
the urethra; and the highly “ original” 
Yellow, concludes with the splendid dis- 
covery announced in a paper on the method 
of feeding madmen, “‘ that food can be con- 
veyed into the stomach through cesophagus 
tubes |! ! but that Read's apparatus is rather 
large for the purpose”!!! 

Sic transit gloria mundi, 
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PROHIBITION OF THE EDINBURGH SURGEONS 
TO PRACTISE PHARMACY IN LONDON. 
Simn,—Among the host of grievances en- 
tailed on the profession by this ill-fated 
Apothecaries’ Act, perhaps the following is 
aot the least; viz. that of a member, or, 
more properly speaking, a licentiate of the 


MR. WARDROP’S CASE OF ANEURISMAL DISEASE. 


HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St, James's. 


——_—— 





Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
being prohibited from practising in London 
as an Apothecary! Now, Sir, it is well 
known that the Edinburgh College, in the 
course of study prescribed by them for their 
diploma, have embraced every branch of 


medical science to be found ‘in the regula-| 


tions of either the College or the Hall here ; 


but in Edinburgh three years of apprentice- | 


ship are received, instead of five, as in Lon- 
don. In the examination at the former 
place, the subjects of chemistry, materia 
medica, and pharmacy, are frequently more 
particularly attended to than anatomy and 
surgery ; but still a further grind from the 
London Apothecaries is indispensable, that 
these sages may have proof positive whe- 
ther or no he be really capable of wielding 
the pestle, or applying the stomach pump. 
Intending to submit myself to this sine qua 
non regulation I called at the Hall, but was 
not a little astonished when told, that from 
having only served three years of apprentice- 
ship (their Act expressly specifying five) 
I could not be taken on trial. These wor- 
thies may tell us, that they have issued re- 
gulations which must be obeyed, and that 
an Act of Parliament cannot be infringed on, 
with many other such things; but, Sir, let 
us picture to ourselves the case of a person 
of the Edinburgh school, who has served 
in his Majesty’s service for a time, and on 
retiring finds it expedient to commence 
practice in the metropolis, he is informed 
that from being incomplete in the term of 
apprenticeship, he must first qualify him- 
self for their examination by serving ano- 
ther two years behind the counter!! with. 
out which he cannot obtain the license of 
this privileged company to prepare a single 
bolus or an enema; such an absurd system 
of monopoly bas not only the most injurious 
tendency, blasting the prospects of many 
an eminent member of the medical profes- 
sion, but is an open insult to the Edinburgh 
College. Should you deem these remarks 
worthy a place on the page of Tue Lancer, 
they may prove a means of rousing some to 
come forward and enlist under the banner 
of oppositiou, that the further obnoxious 
effects of this injudicious Apothecaries’ 
Act may be counter-acted. I am, Sir, 
Aw Epixsurcu Surceon. 
[If a man chooses to style himself * apo- 
,” he comes within the power of the 
act, which he may avoid by adopting the 
name of surgeon or chemist.) 


Third Report of the Case of Aneurismal Disease 
in the Temporal Jirteries, in which Mr. 
Wanropnror tied the Common Carotid Artery. 


| Tue great novelty of this case, the want of 
all data on which to found any certain 
opinion as to its limits or nature, and the 
jinterest which it has created among the 
| more enlightened members of the profession, 
| have induced us to watch its varied progress 
with a careful and attentive eye. Whether 
the case will ultimately terminate success- 
| fully or not, we shall not at the present 
moment presume to offer an opinion ; but 
|be the event what it may, it cannot fail to 
|throw a light on the nature of a disease 
which has hitherto been wholly unknown. 

At the time our last report was drawn, 
jthe patient was in a very dangerous state. 
He had been attacked, apparently without 
any cause, except, perhaps, that arising 
from improper diet or changes in the at- 
mosphere, which it was impossible to regu- 
late, with general febrile symptoms of a very 
aggravated nature ; for these he was, on the 
ninth day, for the fourth time very largely 
| bled ; and after taking a large dose of opium, 
he passed a most refreshing night, and on 
the tenth day he had wonderfully improved, 
his pulse having sunk down to 100. Venous 
hemorrhage had occurred daily since the 
operation, and there appeared to be little 
or no action going on in the wound to shut 
up the divided vessels, The tumour, though 
still large, had considerably subsided; he 
possessed a slight though distinct pulsation, 
On the eleventh day he complained of pain 
in the left eyeball and orbit—the vision of 
the eye was somewhat affected. He also 
experienced some degree of deafness. It 
was observed that he appeared to be re- 
markably drowsy, and he occasionally ex- 
hibited symptoms of a wavering state of the 
intellectual functions. On the twelfth these 
symptoms had increased; complete blind- 
ness and deafness had now succeeded, and 
he was affected with a degree of stupor 
bordering almost on coma, with occasional 
and slight delirium. His pulse, however, 
was only 88, and not full. Pupil of the 
affected eye remarkably contracted. On the 
thirteenth day, the stupor and delirium had 
subsided, but the blindness was undiminish- 
ed, and the eyeball was found to be pro- 
truding from the orbit, with oedematous 
effusion under the conjunctiva, and in the 
palpebra. 








CONSEQUENCES OF INATTENTION TO FRACTURES. 
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These singular and distressing symptoms | distant period, the further progress of the 


gave rise to much speculation, as to the 
cause of their occurrence. Some physiolo- 
gists ascribing them to a want of sensibility 
in the brain and its nerves, owing to a de- 
ficiency in the supply of its stimulus the 
the blood, and resembling that state pro- 
duced in the lower extremities of the in- 
ferior animals, by a ligature.of the aorta ; 
or that loss of sensibility in the fingers of 
man, arising from an obstructed subclavian 
or humeral artery. Mr. Wardrop and Mr. 
Lawrence were inclined, however, to take a 
very different view of the symptoms, and to 
ascribe them to a morbid state of the brain 
itself, arising, in all probability, from an 
aneurismatic affection of those vessels of the 
dura mater which, by passing through the 
cranium, communicate with the superficial 
arteries of the head, forming, in fact, inter- 
nally, a part of the disease which was so 
conspicuous outwardly, and thus by their 
enlargement exerting a powerful compres- 
sion on the brain itself. This opinion was 
highly corroborated by symptoms afterwards 
noticed, viz. by the great protrusion of the 
eyeball, and by the circumstance that the 
thrilling pulsation was most observable in 
the centre of the tumour, at that point 
where the cranium appeared almost com- 
pletely alssorbed, and where, in all proba- 
bility, the freest communication existed with 
the vessels supplying the membranes of the 
brain. Mr. Langstaff, we understand, iu- 
formed Mr. Wardrop, that he once knew 
of a case of nevus materous of the head, 
where the capillaries of the dura mater were 
similarly affected. The great freedom oi 
anastomosis, which everywhere exists in 
the encephalon, and particularly at the 
circle of Willis, must, we should think, 
eg all chance of deficiency of sensi- 

ility in any part of the brain, arising from 
a diminished supply of its stimulus, an effect 
which has never been observed in any o! 
those numerous cases in which the common 
carotid arteries have been tied. 

On the 14th day after the operation, every 
disagreeable symptom had subsided, except 
the protrusion of the eye ball, which is de- 
cidedly increasing. ‘The tamour itself has 
diminished most perceptibly in size, and 
has lost in some degree that highly varicose 
and cellular appearance, which was so dis- 
tinguishing a feature of the diseace on his 
first admission. 

The patient has now fairly surmounted 
the dangers of the operation, and it only re- 
mains to be seen whether it will have had 
the desired effect, either of arresting the 
enlargement of the tumour, or of producing 
a complete and permanent cure of the dis- 
ease. Here, therefore, for the present, we 
shall pause, hoping, for the sake of surgical) 
science, to have to communicate, at no very 





patient towards a complete recovery. 


EXTIRPATION OF MELICEROUS TUMOURS 
FROM THE SCALP. 


Mr. Wardrop removed from the head of a 
young woman, by two operations, not less 
than six soft tumours of different sizes, ac- 
cording to the plan recommended by Sir 
Astley Cooper, viz. of first making an inci- 
sion into the cyst, evacuating its contents, 
and then, by means of a pair of forceps, for- 
cibly tearing out the parietes of the tumour. 

‘The facility with which tumours of a cer- 
tain size, and of a melicerous nature, can 
be removed by the method of the distin- 
guished Baronet, and the slight degree of 
pain which it inflicts, were well exempli- 
fied in this case, and the wounds healed in a 
day or two, thus obviating the only objection 
to Sir Astley’s method, the chance of sup- 
puration from the laceration of the cellular 
structure. 


CASE SHOWING THE BAD CONSEQUENCFS 
ARISING FROM INATTENTION IN THE 
TREATMENT OF FRACTURES OF THE THIGH. 


Fractures in the upper half of the thigh- 
bone, require in their management a degree 
of attention which few surgeons, who have 
not had repeated experience of the difficul- 
ties of treating them, are inclined to bestow. 
Hence it happens, that the instances are by 
no means few, where patients, applying at 
the different hospitals of the metropolis, 
to seek relief from the numerous distressing 
consequences, to which ignorance or inate 
tention in their cure unnecessarily has sub- 
jected them. We have lately at this hospi- 
tal had the misfortune to witness several 
cases of the greatest distortion of limbs, 
the consequence of careless or injudicious 
management of fractures of the upper half 
of the thigh bone. We select the following 
as a specimen, and because in it an attempt 
was made to remedy the lameness by an ope- 
ration which we have not often seen prac- 
tised. 

The right thigh bone of a healthy man, 
22 years of age, is distorted to so great an 
extent, that it describes a large segment 
ofa circle. The bone, at one point, con- 
siderably above the middle of the thigh, 
projects outwardly to so great a degree, that 
it seems scarcely covered by soft parts, and 
the skin immediately above is inflamed 
and painful, and has the appearance as if 
speedily about to ulcerate. This projecting 
portion can be traced down to the femur, 
which forms with it nearly a right angle. 
he man, besides the great weakness he 
experiences in the limb, is almost entirely 
prevented from walking by the pain and se- 
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vere inflammation ofthe integuments, which 
invariably come on after even gentle exer- 


THROAT-CUTTING. 


rally haprens in similar instances, fell a 
victim to his complaint. 


cise. He states, that a year ago he suffered With this case before his eyes, it imme- 
by a fall, a compound fracture of the thigh.| diately obtruded itself on the mind of the 
The limb was phieed in the straight position, | Cambridge professor, so well known for his 
and when he arose from bed, three months | original views in obstetrical science, and 
after the accident, he found himself in his | for his great discovery of the use of cupping 
present distressing condition. The fracture | im labour pains, that the principle of cutting 
was probably one of a comminuted nature. | throats might be extended, and might thus 
Had the loose piece of bone been imme- | be made to supply a great desideratum in the 
diately removed, it would in all probability | healing art. At least, his Cambridge stores 
have prevented the necessity of the following | of knowledge informed him, that it would 
| equal his former brilliant discovery. 

To a mind determined to accomplish any 
great undertaking, opportunities are seldom 
wanting ; and so it happened that an out- 
| patient came to the Professor of medicine, 
/complaining of severe dyspnea, which had 
piece of bone, which was extremely sharp, | prevented him from laying down in the re- 
and nearly an inch and a halfin length, with | cumbent position for several weeks before, 
a large pair of bone plyers he cut it off. The | and which was so much aggravated by his 
edges of the wound were then treated in the | walk to the Hospital, that the Doctor ex- 
usual way, and have united by the first in- | #™ined his complaint with all possible dis- 
tention. The patient has thus been cured | Patch, and finding no disease of the lungs, de- 
of his lameness, but the deformity of his | teTmined to put his long-cherished opinions 
limb must during his lie remain a monn- | & the proof of experience. 


ment of surgical disgrace. Accordingly, at midnight, a 
. ‘ ** When weary mortals are at rest, 


the severity of the disease having incressed, 
| 


Operation. 

Mr. Duncan made an incision fully three | 
inches in length, extending through the 
vastus externus muscle down to the femur, 
and after exposing the root of the projecting 


} 
' 
| 





he was sent for, and determining to wait no 
ss | longer, issued his mandate, commanding the 
HOSPITAL. | res of Mr. Rose. On his arrival, thet 
great character received his orders to perpe- 
trate instantly the horrid act of tracheotomy. 
The surgeon was, however, a little restive; 
he doubted the propriety of the operation, 
as there was no disease in the air-passages 
rous ba:barous acts of the medical officers! above the point where the opening could 
of the ‘* Hospital of Wonders,” we never) be made, and he wished to have the opinion 
proceeded to lay before the public details of | of. his colleagues. The Doctor, however, 
a more disgusting or appalling nature, or to| informed him, that it was the duty of a 
relate the circumstances of a case whose | surgeon not to think, but to ehey. Mr. Rose, 
treatment affords such an instance of folly, | therefore, contrary to his own opinion, per- 


ST. GEORGE’S 


THROAT-CUTTING. 


Orren, of late, as it has been our painful | 
duty to expose the mal-practices and nume- 


as on the present deplorable occasion. Nor 
do we recollect ever to have felt such hu- 
miliating feelings for the honour of a pro- 
fession. of which we are members, as the 
highty reprehensible proceedings which are 
now to come under review, have created in 
our breasts—proceedings which show, in a 
pre-eminent degree, the impropriety, we 
might almost say criminality, of those un- 
natural distinctions which exist among the 
physicians and surgeons in their conduct to 
one another, in this and some other of the 
bigotted metropolitan hospitals. 

It appears, that some time ago, that aris- 
tocratic *‘ fellow,’’ Dr. Chambers, ordered 
one of the surgeons to perform tracheotomy 
in a patient labouring under an affection of 
the larynx, where the difficulty of respira- 
tion had almost amounted to suffocation. 
The operation was attended with imme- 
diate relief, and his life was considerably 
prolonged, although he afterwards, as gene- 


formed the incision of the poor man’s throat. 
The patient was not, however, in the least 
degree relieved, except by dissolution, which 
speedily followed ; and, lo! when dissection 
revealed the secrets of the dead, it was 
| found that no disease existed in the larynx, 
| but that the excessive dyspnea had arisen 
| from the pressure of a large aneurism of the 
aorta on the root of the bronchi! !!! 

Having brought these simple facts to light, 
we offer no comment on Dr. Hewett’s con- 
duct ; the best that can be said of it is, that 
it arose from an error in judgment. 
/ > , . . men) s 
|__ But of the impropriety and imbecility in 
Mr. Rose performing such a hazardous ope- 
ration as this, contrary to his own judgment, 
we have no words sufficient to express our 
disapprobation. 

Mr. Rose, by this act, seems to consider 
a surgeon as @ mere tool, a puppet in the 
hands of the physicians, to be used and set 
in motion as it pleases these luminaries. 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 
. ——— 
NON-UNION OF A FRACTURED FOREARM— 
OPERATION OF RASPING, AND CONSE- 
QUENT DEATH OF THE PATIENT, 


E. B., acountryman, in the prime and vigour 
of life, was admitted under Mr. Vincent in 
consequence of the non-union of a frac- 
tured forearm. The history he gave of his 


NON-UNION OF A FRACTURED FOREARM, 





7 


his arrival, he presented himself at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, and was admitted under Mr. 
Vincent, This was nine months from the 
occurrence of the accident. The bones of 
the forearm were fractured just below the 
attachment of the pronator radii teres muscle. 
They overlapped to the extent of half an 
inch. The ends of the bones stood rather 
obliquely to each other—the humeral ex- 
tremities innermost. Is this to be attri- 
buted to the action of the pronator muscle, 
or the bungling manner in which they were 


case, was but ill-calculated to sustain re- | set, or rather played with? Perhaps it might 


spect for the surgeon's knowledge 


whose care the fracture had been intrusted | 


to| have been effected by concert. 


The ends 
of the bones were freely moveable on each 


for the space of six months from its occur- | other; they admitted of considerable lateral 


rence. 
consisted in the daily application of poul- 


The treatment, for the first month, | motion. 


He had the power of fairly ex- 
tending the forearm; the muscles of the 


tices, the arm reclining on a pillow. There | former were much wasted ; the fingers were 


does uot appear any sufficient reason for 
the lengthened continuance of such sup- 
purative treatment. If we may give cre- 
dence to the patient’s statement, (and is he 
not as worthy of belief as a surgeon ') there 
was no unusual tumefaction succeeding the 
injury, rather the reverse; no laceration of 
soft parts, not even abrasion of the integu- 
ments. On what principle, then, can de 
enforced such soft and tantalizing treat- 
ment? On no other that we are aware of, 
than the striking accordance existing be- 
tween its nature, and the" ramolissement of 
the surgeon’s brain. At the expiration of 
a month, this simple and soothing treatment, 
having altogether failed in producing any- 
thing like union of the fractured bones, 
the arm was placed in splints, {somewhere 
about the time that they are usually taken 
off, the arm then being supported hori- 
zontally on a pillow,) but from the surgeon’s 
over anxiety to ascertain whether this treat- 
ment was likely to be attended with a better 
Tesult, he was constantly wriggling the frac- 
tured bones, and by this injudicious inter- 
ference, dissipated all efforts at reparation. 
He persisted in this stupidly absurd and 
ignorant practice for five months. Find- 
ing, however, that no consolidation of parts 
attended it, and foiled in his attempts to 
ery the union of the fractured bones, 
ne, at the end of that period, signed him 
over to the hands of a brother surgeon. 
The forearm was firmly rebound in splints, 
but as fate would have it, this man, too, was 
a follower of the wriggling doctrine. Three 
months did he bear with this ‘* brother sur- 
geon’s” treatment, but, as we should antici- 
oy without obtaining the slightest benefit. 
‘he ends of the bones were as moveable 
on each other, as when the splints were first 
put on. Not disheartened, though dis- 
trustful of the wisdom of the country sur- 
geons—indeed, he had good reason to be so— 
he forthwith set off for town, determined to 
try his fortune at a London hospital. On 








powerless ; the whole hand wdematous. He 
was a fine, brawny, athletic man—a truly 
noble looking fellow. He much prided 
himself on his former feats of muscular 
power, such as taking a hundred and thirty 
gallon cask of cider on his knee, and drink- 
ing out of the bunghole. His countenance 
bespoke a liardy individual ; his expression 
was unusually cheerful ; he was the picture 
of perfect health. Mr. Vincent proposed to 
continue the use of splints in conjunction 
with pressure, which was to be effected 
with pads of linen laid beneath the splints, 
over the ends of the fractured bones. The 
pads to be wetted, from time to time, with 
the liq. amm. acetatis. This to be accom- 
plished by instilling the solution through 
the interstices ; the splints were not to be 
removed. At the expiration of a month 
from the adoption of this line of practice, 
there was an evident consolidation of parts, 
and we entertain not the slightest doubt but 
had this judicious surgical treatment been 
strictly pursued for another two months, 
that the fractured bones at the end of that 
period would have been firmly united. But 
like some other hapless mortals, it would 
seem that he was born under an ill-omened 
planet. No sooner were the splints re- 
moved, than the wriggling doctrine became 
the raging fashion. Nota day now passed, 
but some one of the dressers was thus 
ignorantly meddling with the patient’s arm. 
The short space of one week was sufficient 
to disclose the sad result of such besotted 
ignorance. All the reparation that had been 
effected during the previous month, was 
now destroyed. The bones were as move- 
able as ever. Unfortunately, Mr. Vincent 
did not discern the reason of this change ; 
he was quite unable to account for this 
rapid undoing of all that had been done—to 
him it seemed inexplicable. However, he 


directed a similar line of treatment to be 
persisted in for another month—pressure 
and absolute quiet of the limb. 


But how 


rettily were his orders obeyed; the in- 
fatuated dressers must interpose their wrig- 
gling doctrine ; they soon began to din him 
about performing an operation; they even 
had the insolence to tell him, “‘ that Mr. 
Lawrence would have done it long ago”— 
** that Mr. Wardrop would not have hesi- 
tated an instant.” At the expiration of the 
month, as might readily be supposed, no 
reparation had taken place, Mr. Vincent be- 
came doubtful as to the propriety of per- 
sisting any longer in this treatment. He 
took the advice of his colleague, Mr. Law- 
rence, who gave it as his opinion that an 
operation offered the best chance of success. 
The understanding then was, that a seton 
would he passed. It must be observed, that 
Messrs. Vincent and Lawrence were igno- 
rant of the tricks that had been practised. 
Had they been aware of them, nothing of 
the kind would have been determined on. 
If any operation had been undertaken, it 
wail hove been one of a very different na- 
ture—severe reproof. 

On the Saturday, an operation, such as it 
was, was performed. It was understood 
that a seton would have been,ypassed ; but 
no, nothing of the kind took place. Pos- 


sibly, a day or two after Mr. Vincent con- 
sulted Mr. Lawrence respecting the case, 
he might have entered a farrier'’s shop, a 
rasp might have struck his sight, when sud- 
denly he bethought himself what an excel- 


lent instrument it might prove for exciting 
ossific action. Be that as it may, he per- 
formed on the man the operation of rasping. 
The ends of the bones were cut down on, a 
rasp interposed, and the extremities of the 
fractured bones well grated. What was 
the consequence? His was not a non 
excitable system. No, no, The non-union 
of the fracture was not consequent thereon. 
That was attributable to besotted, ignorant, 
infatuated interference on the part of the 
dressers; but Mr. Vincent is fairly excul- 
pated from all knowledge thereof. On the 
day after the operation, the wound looked 
irritable and inflamed ; his night had bee» 
restless and disturbed. He was ordered 
some opening medicine. 

On Wednesday his illness had increased 
to an alarming degree. The whole arm was 
swollen from phlegmonous erysipelas ; his 
tongue was thickly coated, his pulse rapid ; 
he was in a state of wilddelirium. He had 
been largely bled, and repeated doses of 
calomel and antimony exlibited. He was 
obliged to be confined with the straight 
jacket. The ends of the fractured bones 
stood at right angles, nothing that we saw 
was adopted for their proper confinement. 
He sunk on Thursday. 

This case is highly interesting in many 
points of view. It clearly illustrates the 
principle on which the treatment of frac- 





DISORDER OF THE URINARY SYSTEM. 


tures ought tobe conducted—such a confine- 
mentas will ensure theperfect quietude of the 
ends of the fractured bones—the impropriety 
of meddling with the fracture during the time 
the process of reparation is going on—the 
fatal consequences that are likely to result 
from dressers disobeying the surgeon’s 
orders—and the fully of referring the cause 
of nen-union exclusively to non-excitability 
of system. We never bope to see a revival 
of the “ rasping operation.” Had the ends 
of the bones in this case heen sawn off, or a 
seton passed, the probability is, that it 
would have been attended with a happier 
result. The case, taken as a whole, is but 
too illustrative of ignorance. However, 
“as it is allowed a man to grow wiser,” we 
hope the worthies concerned therein will 
profit by experience. 


—_— 


FUNCTIONAL DISORDER OF THE URINARY 
SYSTEM.—ALBUMINOUS URINE. 


An interesting case (at least to all such as 
have any spirit for inquiry) of this rare and 
singular affection was suffered to continue in 
this hospital, for a considerable time, during 
the summer of 1826, without exciting 
scarcely ordinary attention from either the 
surgeon or physician to whom the case was 
intrusted (Mr, Vincent and Dr. Hue), or 
any of the pupils who followed in their 
wake. 

The patient, a Spanish refugee, about the 
middle period of life, with attenuated fea- 
tures and sallow complexion, was unable to 
give any satisfactory acceunt respecting the 
commencement of the disease ; that is, of 
the time when the urine first appeared alter- 
ed in its visible properties, He had expe- 
rienced no bodily suffering ; an uncomfort- 
able sensation about the loins being all that 
he had now and then complained of; had a 
natural pulse, and toterably clear tongue ; 
appetite good: the quantity of urine he 
passed, during the twenty-four hours, was 
not more than ordinary ; that voided on ris- 
ing in the morning, twelve hours abstinence 
having intervened, had the appearance, 
and emitted the odour, of healthy urine ; it 
gave no deposit; it was not submitted to 
the action of heat: that passed one hour 
after breakfast, was somewhat cloudy; 
nother portion voided two hours after the 
same repast, was pre-eminently cloudy ; on 
standing there formed a slight flimsy jelly- 
like looking mass, resembling white of egg. 
We saw several specimens that were voided 
two, four, and six hours after dinner. “The 
first of these, that voided two hours after 
dinner, had a slightly yellowish appearance ; 
on standing, it afforded a jelly-like mass, si- 
milar in appearance and consistence to 
white of egg. This constituted about one- 
fifth of the aggregate ; the remaining four- 
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fifths appeared a yellowish looking serum.| chiefly however in that state in which it 
The specimen voided four hours after dinner | exists in the chyle, and which I have else- 
was white, having the appearance of milk.| where denominated incipient albumen. * 
Three-fourths coagulated; the remaining/ One hundred grains of this serous fluid, 
fluid fourth was slightly milky in appear-| evaporated to dryness, left about seven 
ance; the coagulum was partly opaque, | grains, half a grain of which only was so- 
partly semi-transparent. Another specimen, | |uble in alcohol, and consisted of urea, a 
voided six hours after dinner, possessed the | little fatty matter, and the other principles 
properties of milky chyle, such as is ela-| commonly found in all animal fluids; while 
borated from oleaginous substances. It was | the remaining six grains and a half con- 
white and opaque like milk ; its taste was | sisted chiefly of the imperfect albuminous 
alkaline, not unlike that of a mixture of| and fatty principles above mentioned, with 
milk and carbonate of soda ; it soon coagu- | some salts. It burnt with a flame, yielded 
lated ; it formed a solid mass, of a white | an odour like that of cheese, and left a coal 
colour, moulded to the shape of the vessel, | difficult to incinerate, but which when burnt 
resembling blanc-mange. was found to contain a considerable pro- 
Dr. Prout, in his Work on Diseases of} portion of earthy salts, consisting chiefly of 
the Urinary Organs, has related a case simi- | phosphate of lime.” Such are the Doctor's 
lar, in many respects, to the present. ‘The | observations relative to the chylous spe~ 
specimens obtained in the evening, in both | cimen, and the chief elements of its com- 
cases, it will appear, were identical. We| position. The different specimens obtained 
will transcribe the Doctor's observations en- | in the present case, (the case of the Spanish 
tire, relative to this specimen, Seat as| refugee) would seem to depend upon the 
they tend to unfold the nature of its com-| presence of a greater or less proportion of 
position. *‘‘ The specimen voided in the | albuminous principle, from barely percep- 
evening after an early dinner, taken about tible traces of it to perfect chyle. 
noon, was the most remarkable, and so} ‘here are some circumstances which oc- 
closely resembled chyle, in all respects, that | curred during our observation of this in- 
Iam doubtful if it had been brought to me | teresting case, which we deem particularly 
as a specimen of that fluid, whether I should} worthy of notice. About a week after the 
have discovered the imposition. It con-|patient’s admission into the hospital, he 
sisted of a solid coagulum, of a white | sickened, and lost his appetite ; this was 
colour, aud assuming the shape of the ves- | followed by a diarrhea. During the con- 
sel, like blanc-mange. On being submitted | tinuance of the flux, the urine voided ex- 
to a gentle pressure, and permitted to drain, | haled the odour, and had the appearance of 
the residual solid portion was like that of | healthy urine. The discharges from the 
the others,* small in quantity, but whiter| bowels showed a deficiency of bile, they 
than the coagula of the other specimens: | resembled in colour pipe-clay ; as the bowels 
it was, however, mixed with strings of a| became less irritable, and the discharge less 
firmer consistence, and of a red colour. ‘The | frequent, pari passu, the urine became de- 
serous portion was white and opaque, like | teriorated in its properties, and on the ces- 
milk, and on being heated, and permitted to | sation of the diarrhea, it was as albuminous 
stand at rest for some time, threw up a sub- | as ever, and with the change came his usual 
stance upon its surface, very like the cream | health and appetite. What explanation will 
of milk, and which, like that substance, was} this admit of Was not the diarrhaa con- 
found to contain a considerable proportion | sequent on slight inflammatory action of 
of a butyraceous principle ; its specific gra- some portion of the alimentary canal, in- 
vity was 1°0175, and its smell was not! duced by a change of diet, from the poverty 
urinous until after it was concentrated by | of vegetable living to the stimulus of ani- 
evaporation, when it became slightly so,| mal food? This being admitted, will not 
and in this state yielded faint though dis-|the inflammatory action existing in the 
tinct traces of the presence of urea. It} bowels, in some measure account for the 
was not coagulable by heat, though it con-| restoration of the healthy functions of the 
tained abundance of albuminous matter, | urinary system, upon the principle of coun- 
ter irritation. As long .as irritation con- 
tinued in the bowels, so long were the 
* The previous specimens, on being sub- | urinary discharges apparently healthy ; when 
mitted to pressure, parted with a large pro- | that irritation ceased, which occasioned the 
portion of serous fluid, becoming exceeding-| loss of appetite, &c. the functions of the 
ly reduced in bulk, and assuming the ap-|urinary system were again disordered. 
pearance of a red flesiiy mass, of a fibrous} Functional aberration does not much impair 
texture, which, on examination, was found | the general health. The return of the pa- 
to have all the properties of the fibrin of 
the blood, mixed with a few of the red par- 
ticles of the same fluid. * Annals of Philosophy, vol. xx. p.13. 
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tient’s appetite, with his wonted vigour of | assisted to rise, he experienced such a de- 
mind and body, under such circumstances, | fection in the muscular power of his limbs, 
are easily explained. The irritation in the that he could not stand, and in this state 
bowels was the cause of his sickness; on| Was conveyed to the Hospital. When ad- 
the removal of that irritation, the effects | mitted, he was in the cold or congestive stage, 
ceased. We could not obtain any thing sa- | as it is termed, which generally supervenes 
tisfactory from the patient, as to the appear- | immediately after a violent shock given to 
ances of his motions previous to his admis- | the body ; the pulse was labouring and slow, 
sion: during his sojourn in the hospital, | skin cold, and he complained of faintness. 
they manifested a deticiency of bile. Thus| The lower extremities were found to be 
far of the history of this interesting case.| completely paralysed, devoid alike of sen- 
Shall we say any thing of its treatment? sation and of volition ; the arms were par- 
Respecting it there is nothing to adduce:| tially paralytic, the flexor and extensor 
we scarcely heard of a prescription either, muscles could be used to move the fingers, 
from the Materia Medica, or the Materia| but the power of raising the arms was gone. 
Alimentaria. The little interest with which | There was no sensation in the integuments 
the case was regarded—the two or three | below the true ribs, and the breathing was 
colocynth pills that were given—the hetero- | entirely performed by the diaphragm. It 
geneous diet that was allowed—and the stu- | was found on examining the spine, that 
pidity manifesteJ i> being glad to get rid of |there was distinctly a depression in the 


the patient—siow what kind of interest | 
such cases excite in the mind of our chemical 

Doctor and Lecturer. Perhaps the Doctor 

would have shown a little more concern for | 
the patient if he had happened to pass gold 

instead of blanc-mange. As far as we can 

learn, the Doctor thought not the specimens 

of urine worth examination. Celebrated, | 
highly-gifted and profoundly learned, as this 

Professor of Medicine and Chemistry at 

the school of St. Bartholomew's unquestion- | 
ably is, we certainly should have felt gra- | 
tified in being enabled to present the pub- | 
lic with the result of the Doctor's analyti- 
cal labours. As it is we cannot but deplore 
the wretched state of Medical Science, as 
taught and practised at this hospital. Winter 
Courses, indeed! it is an eternal winter with 
most of the “‘enlarged intellects” in this 
quarter ; when there will be a thaw, time 
only can determine. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


case oF (SUPPOSED) FRACTURE OF THE 
SEVENTH CERVICAL VERTEBRA. 


W. Lyxcn, a stout muscolar Irishman, 





42 years of age, was admitted under the 
care of Mr. Key on the 7th of August, on 


situation of the spinal process of the seventh 
cervical vertebra, and there was consider- 
able swelling of the soft parts from the ex- 
travasation of blood: he complained of pain 
at the seat of injury, and he had strenuous 
priapism. He was placed on his left side, 
and after the heat of the body had been 
somewhat restored, under the use of warm 
clothing, twenty ounces of blood were ab- 
stracted from the neighbourhood of the part 
injured by means of cupping (very adroitly 
performed by Mr. Hills) and the catheter 
was introduced. In the evening, a colo- 
cyth enema was administered, and the cathe- 
ter again introduced. 

8th. There is much heat of skin, the 
pulse only 60, and still laborious in its beat ; 
the tongue moist, and slightly furred ; the 
bowels are constipated. He passed a very 
restless night, and is apparently much dis- 
tressed by the accumulation of mucus er 
phlegm in the bronchial passages, and as 


|he does not possess the muscular power 


necessary to the expulsion of the irritating 
matter, his breathing is rendered diffieslt. 
The dresser, Mr, Randell, drew off a piat 
of urine this morning; the bowels not 
having been acted upon, a dose of castor 
oil was directed, and a colocynth enema to 
be repeated. 

9h. The pulse has increased in number 
since yesterday—it now ranges from 84 to 
90, and is less laborious; the skin is hot, 


account of severe injury to the spine. It the tongue dry, the lips of a purplish hue; 
appeared that the accident occurred in the|the breathing thick and indicative of ob- 
following manner :—the poor man was stand-| struction in the bronchial tubes. There is 
ing, with his head bent forwards in a slight | supposed to be an increase in the sensibility 
degree, under the crane-door of a warehouse | of the integuments of the chest, but it is 
in Thames-street, when two men employed | of a very limited kind. The bowels have 
above in loading a cart with bales of cotton, | been well acted upon, and twenty leeches 
(each weighing one cwt.) let fall one of| applied to the neck this morning: the ca- 
these bales on his head. He was knocked | theter is introduced twice a day. 

down, and was slightly stunned by the blow;| 10th. The increase of sensibility is more 
but on attempting to rise he found that he | manifest to-day, the patient now feels when 
was utterly incapable of doing so, and when the abdomen is touched; he has less pain 
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CHRONIC TUMOUR.—FUNGOID TUMOUR. 


in his neck. The respiration is still carried 
on solely by the diaphragm ; the mucous 
rattling in the breathing, with the purple 
appearance of the lip and leaden line of the 
face in general, indicate the severity of the 
bronchial affection, which appears upon the 
whole to be aggravated. ‘he skin is hot 
and dry, and the tongue furred. Ordered— 
to take a dose of the saline effervescing 
mixture every four hours. 

11. The patient evidently much worse ; 
the breathing is very remarkable, the act of 
inspiration is laboured and performed with 
much difficulty, but it is succeeded by a 
very quick expiration, Upon the whole, 
the poor man appears as if suffocated. 

12. The patient died this morning—there | 
was nothing remarkable took place previous | 
to his decease. } 

The most earnest intreaties were made | 
to be allowed to examine the body, but the | 
friends could not be induced to consent: | 
the prejudices of the lower class of Irish on 
this subject are proverbial—the Scotch and 
Welsh we find, however, almost equally 
tenacious. It is much to be regretted that 
aregulation, a standing rule, is not made, 
by which all persons entering the Hospital, 
and dying therein, should be subjected to a} 
post-mortem examination. It seems but 
fair enough, that those whose wants and | 
sufferings are ministered to by public cha- | 





rity, should at least contribute something | 
to public good. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


EXTENSIVE CHRONIC TUMOUR, IMMEDIATELY 
ABOVE THE KNEE JOINT, CURED BY THE 
USE OF THE TARTAR EMETIC OINTMENT. 


J. B., 53 years of age, a waterman, of florid 
complexion and healthy appearance, was 
admitted into Luke’s Ward on the 16th of 
August, under the care of Mr. Travers. 
There is a tumour of about a hand's 
breadth in size, just above the condyles of 
the left femur, and apparently emanating 
from the fore part of the bone, being im- 
moveable and very firm ; it ia flattened, re- 
gular on its surface, and only painful when 
forcible pressure is made. The motions of 
the knee joint are much impeded, the pa- 
tient is incapable of flexing the leg com- 
pletely, nor.can he perform extension per- 
fectly. The account which the man gives 
is, that the tamour has existed upwards of 
ten months ; he attributes the disease to 
the circumstance of having sprained the 
knee, whilst lifting a sack of wheat, at 





which time he experienced great uneasi- 


St 


ness in the part, although there was no 
swelling, until a fortnight had elapsed. 
Blisters were applied to the swelling, and 
subsequently he became a patient at the 
Surrey Dispensary, where he was leeched 
and poulticed for upwards of five months 
without receiving any benefit. Ordered to 
rub the tartar emetic ointment upon the 
tumour, until a copious crop of pustules is 
produced. Five grains of blue pill, with a 
quarter of a gram of opium, to be taken 
twice a day, anda pint of the decoction of 
sarsaparilla daily. 

Sept.4. A report made on this day, 
state that the tumour is materially less- 
ened, the surface has been made very sore 
by the ointment, which is now omitted, and 
the part merely covered with simple dress- 
ing. 

i6. The tumour has gradually diminished 
since the last report. 

25. The tumour has entirely subsided, 
and the motions of the limb are now per- 
formed with freedom: strips of soap plas- 
ter, with a roller bandage, are firmly applied 
around the limb. The man only remains in 
the Hospital on account of a stricture in the 
urethra. 


With respect to the pathology of this tu- 
mefaction immediately above the joint, Mr, 
Travers remarked, that he was of opinion 
the swelling was produced by effusion 
amongst the tendons of the extensor mus- 
cles, or, to speak more strictly, effusion 
within the membranous sheath of the ten- 
dons. Such cases, he said, were not un« 


|common, and they were in general the re« 


sult of injury; the swelling had no con- 
nexion with the joint, and was only of con- 
sequence, inasmuch as it impeded the mo- 
tions of the limb. 


FUNGOID (7?) TUMOUR ABOVE THE VELUM 
PALATI, WITHIN THE POSTERIOR NARES. 


J. G., 42 years of age, of sallow complexion 
and uraealthy appearance, was admitted 
into George's Ward on the 2d of August, 
under the care of Mr. Green. 


When admitted, the following history and 
description of his case was taken :—he has 
for several months experienced violent pains 
in the head, and has been under medical 
care on that account; he has become deaf 
during the last year, and, in addition to the 
pain, has laboured under various disordered 
sensations in the head, as vertigo, tinnitus 
aurium, &c. Three months ago, he found 
some difficulty in swallowing, and it was 
ascertained, on looking into the mouth, that 
there was a tumour at the upper and back 
part of the mouth, above the velum palati. 
There is now a fungous fleshy-looking body 
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hanging down below the uvala, and pressing 
down the velum palati, so as to give it some- 
what of a bulging appearance ; it proceeds 
apparently from the posterior openings of 
the nostrils; the patient’s voice is thick, 
and his breathing indicative of nasal obstruc- 
tion, and he has a thin, sanguineous, and 
exceedingly offensive discharge from the 
nostrils. The difficulty of swallowing, of 
which he complaius, evidently arises from 
the pressure of the tumour interfering with 
the action of the muscles at the fauces, the 
due consent of which, we know, is neces- 
sary to render deglutition perfect. In ad- 


dition to this disease of the nostrils, the pa-, 


tient has a tumour behind the angle of the 
right jaw, as large as a moderate-sized 
orange, very hard, and not tender to the 
touch; it 1s of several months standing, 
and has not increased lately. Leeches and 
poultices of sea weed have been applied to 
this tumour, which seems to have no con- 
nexion with the disease existing in the nos- 
trils. 

Such was the patient’s condition when 
admitted under Mr. Green’s care, who con- 
sidered the disease to be of a malignant 
kind—fungoid polypous growth from the 
back part of the nostrils, and consequently 
not a case for operation. The poor man, 
we have already stated, was unhealthy in 
appearance. He said, that from having 
been a stout hale man, he had become thin 
and emaciated ; with a view, therefore, to 
improve his general health, Mr. Green di- 
rected half a drachm of the extract of sarsa- 
parilla to be taken in four ounces of the de- 
coction twice a-day. Milk diet. 


On the 13th of August, he was ordered to 


SPONTANEOUS GANGRENE OF THE ARM. 


another direction ; there was slight defor- 
mity of the bones perceptible at the upper 
part of the face, and the vision of the right 
eye became very indistinct. Becoming fearful 
that he should die in the Hospital, of which 
he had great horror, he left, on the 27th of 
September, in an exceedingly debilitated and 
miserable condition. 


GANGRENE OF THE ARM IN AN OLD MAN, 
OCCURRING SPONTANEOUSLY. 


From Mr. Travers’ last admission of pa- 
tients we reported a case of gangrene of 
the leg, occurring spontaneously, in the 
person of a brewer's servant, whose inordi- 
nate propensity for stout had brought him to 
, such a bloated condition of body, that gan- 
'grene of the leg ensued, which ended fa- 
jtally. Inthe next admission week of Mr. 
| Travers, there was another case of spon- 
taneous gangrene, but happening under 
widely different circumstances—in the first 
instance, the mischief arising from repletion, 
in the second from depletion :—An enfeebled 
jold man, upwards of seventy years of age, 
| who had been half starved in this “land of 
|plenty,’’ was brought to the Hospital on 
| Thursday, Sept. 6, with his left arm ia a 
| complete state of gangrene. It appeared 
j that the disease commenced a fortnight be- 
fore admission, in the extremities of the 
fingers, and was attended with much burn- 
ing heat and tingling ; by. degrees the 
whole of the arm became in a gangren- 
|ous condition. ‘There was about a hand’s 
breadth of integuments, from the point of 
| the shoulder downwards, free from disco- 
louration; on the inner side the extent 
of sound skin was somewhat less — the 


use the infusion of roses as a gargle ; on the | remainder of the arm was black and dry, 
21st, a pint of porter daily was allowed, and emitting a peculiarly offensive odour. The 
on the 29th, eight grains of Dover's powder | pulse at the wrist was exceedingly feeble ; 
were prescribed, to be taken at bed time. | and indeed altogether the vital powers were 
These, with the application of leeches, andjat a low ebb, under which circumstance it 
an evaporating lotion to the tumour behind | was not considered proper to amputate the 


the jaw, were the principal means employed 
until the 4th of September, when we find 
the following report made in our book':—the 
patient much improved in appearance ; he 
complains of less difficulty in swallowing, 
and is now able to take his food; there is 
less discharge from the nose, and it is not 
of an offensive kind; the fungoid tumour 
above the palate has not apparently in- 
creased. However, this flattering state of 
things did not long continue, for about ten 
days afterwards, hamorrhage from the mouth 
occurred toa great extent. From this pe- 
riod the man’s health rapidly declined, a 
second bleeding ensued, and although upon 
looking into the mouth, there was very little 
apparent increase of the fungoid body seen 
hanging down behind the palatum molle, yet 
it seemed that the disease was extending ia 


limb ; the means had recourse to were the 
exhibition of diffusible stimuli, as five 
grains of the carbonate of ammonia, with 
aromatic confection half adrachm, and ten 
drops of laudanum, every three or four 
hours, and port wine frequently given in 
smell quantities. The gangrenous process, 
however, went on gradually increasing, un- 
til the limb became entirely affected, and 
the poor old man died on the fifth day after 
admission. The body was examined by 
Mr: Solly, the embryo demonstrator, and the 
left subclavian artery was found to be com- 
pletely ossified at its commencement—its 
whole cylinder was converted into bone : 
there was no other material fact observed. 








